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HOUSANDS of Sunday School Times club 
= organizers in these closing weeks of the year 
are renewing their club subscriptions. It will be a 
very great help to these friends if every club sub- 
scriber whose subscription is renewable at about 
this time will club. organizers’ know..as soon 
as that the subscription. is to be renewed. 

_ And this is just the time also to invite friends and 
co-workers of yours to join the club of which you 
are a member. Please always feel free to ask for 
specimen copies to show to others as a means of 
helping them to see for themselves how useful the 

paper can be to them. 
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The Year Is New 
By Bernice Powell Peabody — 


HE year is new, 
For me, for you: 
And as we pass the portal through, 
The Maker of all years goes, too. 





When Not to Speak 


It is mot always a duty to speak the whole truth. 
Over and over again our Lord commanded his dis- 
ciples not to tell others certain truth that they had 
received from him. The word of the Old Testament 
preacher that there is “a time to keep silence, and a 
time to speak,” is abundantly confirmed in the New 
Testament. When Peter, speaking for the disciples, 
saw and said, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God,” the Lord charged “his disciples that they 
should tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ.” The 
time had not yet come for that. Unbelievers are. not 

oly spiritually blinded, and impotent to take in cer- 
truths while they reject Him who is the Truth, 
ry are also in natural enmity against it. It is 
dent reference: to this fact that eur Lord said 
n the Mount, “Give not that which is 


d rend you.” And there may be a stage 


Se 


yet for th } 
after they recognized and de- 
and had seen him transfigured, “I 


t is not always even 
f Christ is on this side of Pente- 





gs,neither cast ye your pearls before 
trample them under their feet, and 


experience even of believers when cer- 
as when our Lord: said 


to say unto you, but ye cannot 


a_different condition from that 
Pentecost, to attempt to’ give 


every truth revealed in the Scriptures.to every be- 
liever. Let us seek God's own gui , and his un- 
erring wisdom, when dealing with the things of God, as 
to what we should say and when we should keep silent. 


a“ 
The One-Class Boat 


What kind of Christian are you? That is the 
keen, uncompromising question that the Word of God 
asks of every professing Christian. We may have no 
right to ask it of each other, but God has every right 
to ask it of us. Dr. J. Russell Howden, speaking last 
summer at the Keswick Convention in England on “A 
Man's Foes,” described three different. uses of the 
word “Christian,” —the nominal Christian, not even 
saved; the carnal Christian, saved but unsurrendered 
to the Lord; and the spiritual Christian, wholly yielded 
to Christ and Spirit-filled. Dr. Howden then said: 
“Plainly, it is of great importance for us to determine 
to which of these three categories we severally belong. 
For it is not too much to say that God’s purposes for 
life are being frustrated, in so far as that may be pos- 
sible, by any failure on our Ce to come up to the 
stature of the spiritual man. It might be well, before 
leaving this part of our study, to observe that though. 
God’s Word recognizes the possibility of such distinc-» 
tions in the use of the Christian name, it makes no 
provision for them. God’s ship of salvation is a one- 
class boat, You cannot travel first or second class 
at your pleasure. There is only one standard, ‘that 
Christ in all things might have the pre-eminence’ (Col. 


tie}. 
Fa 

That Call to Thanksgiving 

Thanksgiving Day was last month; let us hope 
that thanksgiving is continuing. It is not safe to live 
one day, one hour, or one moment without giving 
thanks. “Giving thanks always for all things unto 
God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ,” —that is normal life for the child of God. 


The Thanksgiving Day Proclamation of the Presi- 
dent of the United States contained two notable ex- 


pressions, for which Christian. people may well be 
grateful. The President recommended that the people 
gather, not only “in their places of worship,” but also 
“at the family altars,” to “offer up their thanks.” And 
it urged them “to supplicate the throne of grace.” 
“Grace” means, not what we do for God, but what God 
does for us; and it is the secret of salvation and suffi- 
ciency in all things. Only Christianity knows a God 
of grace. The family altar has lerwely broken down 
even in Christian homes in this Christian land. Let us 
pray that our President’s mention of it may mean the 
building or restoring-of many family altars where par- 
ents and children, or husband and wife, in homes just 
commencing or in homes that have known the grace of 
God for many years, may meet together daily for 
Bible reading and prayer. Then every day can be a 
Thanksgiving Day. 
Fat 


The Blown Egg 


A blown egg is good to look at, but it is light in 
weight. A Buffalo pastor, Arthur Hale Gordon, 
brother of Ernest Gordon of The Sunday School 
Times staff, has said some keen things. about this in 
a sermon on “The Birth of Jesus.” “We have all 
watched an egg being blown. This end and that end 
ate pierced with a needle, then a whiff, and out goes 
the entire contents, yolk and white together, What 
has one left? Superficially just what one had before, 
an egg apparently as good as ever. Only one had better 
not ‘heft’ it, or it will be found to be ‘powerful light,’ 
to use a colloquialism. One had er not press it, 
or its emptiness of meat will be revealed. at cer- 
tain deniers are attempting to do with the body. of 
Christian belief is to pierce it at the Virgin Birth 
end and at the Resurrection end, and through those 
tiny holes~to. void it. ¢ompletely of. the a yp vi 
element. What, then, have you left? ‘My 
brother, don’t be so distressed! Cannot you see that 
you have precisely what you had before? Essential 
Christianity is intact.’ Superficially, indeed, that may 
be the case. But one had better not weigh this de- 
supernaturalized product, lest one discover that it is 
‘powerful light,’ and that with the supernatural has 
gone everything that was meaty, and everything that 
was mighty to save.” 


Three Essential Words 


tial to real Christian character, but are also of 
such surpassing charm and beauty that their very 
naming brings blessing. 

“Benediction” is the first. It is from the Latin bene 
and dico, meaning literally “good say.” The benedic- 
tion pronoun at the close of worship is the good 
word of blessing, which, with its fragrance of sanctity, 
is intended to accompany the believers as they go forth 
again among men in the ordinary routine of life. It 
is as though God had placed his hands upon the head 
of each of them and conveyed a portion of his Spirit. 

Bible benedictions such as those found in 1 Thessa- 
lonians 5: 23, Hebrews. 13: 21, Jude 24, t Peter 5: 10, 

1:7, are beautiful beyond describing, and 
could have only a divine authorship, for human abil- 
ity is not equal to such conceptions; ha is he who 

securely stored in his memory for occasional 


ses ng . 

ut beside those Scriptures specifically used as bene- 
dictions are many other passages that may truly be 
designated “the good word of God.” _ 

Is it not an essential for the Christian to use the 
form and spirit of these in his intercourse with men — 
else how are they to know that his mind and heart 
are en rapport with the divine author of the Book in 
which they are found? If the Christian’s language is 
only of the mart, the forum, the common pleasures and 
concerns of life, wherein does he differ from others, 

ow can he become a genuine inspiration to them? 
This is a of his life-work by the divine aypoint- 
ment, for itr the Book it is written, “Say to them that 
are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not”; and again, 
“For the Lord hath given me the tongue of the learned, 
that I should know how to speak a word in season to 
him that is weary.” 


"Tae are three words that are not only essen- 





It is a winsome art, that of knowing how to ap- 
proach one’s fellows with words of cheer generated 
in a heart of love. Most human beings stand in sore 
need of encouragement, for ours is a world of trouble 
and sorrow, peopled with aged, weary, poor, disap- 
pointed, heartbroken, obscure, burdened, over-worked, 
grief-stricken, deformed, shy, fallen, and ailing suf- 
ferers to whom expressions of interest and a sym- 
pathetic spirit are sweeter than the dripping honey- 
comb, and a tonic more strengthening than any known 
to human pharmacopeia. 

It is not the light, flippant, jocose comments of the 
day, nor the smart quip to provoke repartee, nor the 
laugh-producing Dex given with a jaunty familiarity 
that are required — these do not really alleviate suf- 
fering. Rather it is the quiet, loving expression of 
solicitude, uttered even to the humblest in tones of 
deference, and evidencing unselfish regard and a de- 
sire to help, that arouses interest and touches the 
springs of emotion and so brightens and refreshes 
life, giving it radiant hours and red-letter days for 
memory to feast iy one the effort ever ie to lead the 
one it is sought to benefit to the fount of all good words 
and blessing — Christ! 

Happy is he who knows how to eet benedictions t 

This field. of endeavor is not confined to ministers 
and special Christian workers, but is free for the en- 
tire company of believers. Oh, that more of us would 
develop the possibilities abounding ‘here. Never will 
the writer forget the most precious benediction ever 
given him: it came not in a church, nor from the lips 
of one ordained, but was spoken by his mother, a hum- 
ble, unassuming Christian, who on his departure to a 
distant field for years of absence, moved by a sudden 
impulse of love, placed her hand upon his head and ut- 
tered a prayer of blessing. He still feels the warmth 
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of that hand, and hears the broken words of inter- 
cession. Earth’s wealth cannot buy such an @xperience. 

Next comes Beneficence, literally “good do.” The 
Scriptural equivalent is found in many passages, such 
as Hebrews 13:6, “But to do good and to communi- 
cate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well 
pleased”; and Galatians 6: 10, “As we have therefore 
opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially 
unto them who are‘of the household of faith.” 

Humanity-wide then is the scope of true beneficence, 
though it is to be of special intensive character within 
the circle of believers. Its highest interpretation is 
found in sacrificial giving —not of money merely, but 
of time, energy, and even life. Dorcas, Paul, and every 
commended New Testament character exemplified the 
principle of beneficence; it flowed spontaneously from 
their sincere consecration. The widow whose minute 
gift was so unostentatiously dropped into the treasure- 
box still occupies the highest pedestal in God’s Hall 
of Fame for money-givers; for out of her penury she 
gave her all. . 

Here is a table with many vacant seats, for though 
the richly flavored and delicious refreshment is pre- 
pared by the hand of God, comparatively few avail 
themselves of the opportunity afforded — self-interest 
being entirely satisfied with the coarser food and the 
common gratifications of the flesh bought by money 
or other earthly price, and not by sacrifice. 

How wise are they who are eager for the heavenly 
joy that comes from gaining the spiritual life by the 
less of the fleshly, those who aré satisfied with noth- 
ing less than the very highest returns that investments 
can bring, and so constantly lay_up their treasures of 
good doing —involving time, money, and talent — in 
the Bank of Heaven. 

That Beneficence is an essential of Christian char- 
acter the Holy Spirit, speaking through the Apostle 
James, is at pains to impress upon us in the words, 
“Be ye doers of the word and not hearers only,” and 
the strong purpose of the second chapter of his Epis- 
tle is to admonish those who merely “say.” The 
strength of the argument comes out in verses 14 to 
18; and the gist of the matter is given in verse 12, 
“So speak ye and so do ye.” 

“Give, give, be always giving; 

Who gives not is not living. 
| The more you give, 
| The more you live. ' 
Give strength, give thought, give deeds, give pelf, 
Give love, give tears, and give thyself. 
Who gives not is not living. 
The more we give, 
The more we live.” 


But perhaps the most important of all is “Benevo- 
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lence”; and that means “good willing.” In the Scrip- 
tures it is found everywhere as the requirement, the 
very heart, of the believer’s activity ; a concrete instance 
being found in Ephesians 6:7, “With good will doing 
service, as unto the Lord and not to men,” . 

Good words and good deeds must be infused with 
an impelling impulse of good will to make them ac- 
ceptable to God. And though men are the beneficiaries 
of good-will service, it is really unto God the serv- 
ice is performed. 

will is cheerfulness in givirg, enthusiasm in 
testimony, zest and sincerity in sacrificing, joy in hum- 
bly serving, patience in suffering, glorying in tribula- 
tion; and good will can be these only to the degree that 
it is exercised “as unto the Lord.” It represents the 
quality of genuineness in the life of devotion, prov- 
ing that duties have been changed into golden. priv- 
ileges. - 

Theré is, too, a fundamental principle embodied in 
the phrase “as unto the Lord,” which though so clearly 
stated and insisted on still remains a hidden truth to 
many believers. This principle lies in its being iden- 
tical with the “in .my name” of Christ. To gain rec- 
ognition and acceptance, all that is done must be in 
His name. Giving to the poor, caring for .the sick, 
aiding the distressed, comforting the sorrowing, and 
all other deeds of beneficence must have on them the 
hall-mark ‘in His name,” or they will not be owned 
nor considered. Why? Because otherwise they are 
inspired by merely human motives that will not bear 
inspection, however beautiful they may appear. 

Is it not plain? There is nothing complicated, ex- 
acting or unreasonable in this condition. Christ our 
Redeemer having bought us by his blood, thereby mak- 
ing us all wé are and giving us all we have, is en- 
titled to recognition as the Author of all we do with 
all that may accrue therefrom. Anything we do that 
is worthy of note is by the impulse of his Spirit within, 
and ‘its results due to his blessing alone, so that even 
the giving of a cup of cold water must be done as his 
disciple, that is, in his name. It may preserve a hu- 
man life, but beyond even that its value lies in its be- 
ing done in his name and for his glory. 

hat a simple condition this is, and how easily 
complied with by all loving hearts, to whom it will 
be a delight to lay every trophy at Christ’s feet and 
to give him all acclaim for his indescribable grace in 
saving, keeping, filling, using, exalting, and finally re- 
warding! This latter will reveal the crowning glory 
of his, grace, for then the disciple who has done all “as 
unto the Lord” and “in his name” will receive a dis- 
ciple’s reward, the value and beauty of which only 
Heaven’s language can portray, for it will be the 
bounteous gift of the Eternal, All-possessing God. 





Our Relation to the Old Testament 


When ‘you weekly arrive at Mhlotsheni, Swaziland, 
South Africa, we thank God and take courage. We 
are always delighted to see you. Your weekly mes- 
sages inspire us, instruct us, and give us new cour- 
age for the new duties that are constantly ours. 

I am writing to inquire if you can advise as to a 
simple, concise book showing the essential relation of 
the Christian to the Old Testament. A flood of false 
teaching is spreading throughout this part of Africa. 
Seventh Day Adventism, Zionism, and several unique 
native sects are flourishing among us and upsetting 
our Christians. All of theSe false sects emphasize the 
Old Testament, with its obligation for keeping the Sev- 
enth Day, abstaining from pork, and the like. We shall 
be glad to receivqg advice as to a good text-book or 
tracts that will help us instruct our native evangelists 
so that they may be rooted and grounded in the Word 
of God. 

If the obligations of the\Old Testament afe not bind- 
ing on us, how about the promises? these workers ask. 
What should the Old Testament mean to me? they re- 
son. Shall I discard it altogether and read only the 
New and preach from only the New? 

I shall be glad to hear from you on this matter. I 
have quite a large library, including writings by most 
of the evangelical leaders in America, but I am looking 
for something especially on this line,—the relation of 
the New Testament to the Old, or viee versa, espe- 
cially as regards the Christian’s creed and conduct.— 
A Missionary in South Africa. 


The Old Testament is just as much the inspired, 
perfect, and infallible Word of God as the New Tes- 
tament. Both are parts of the “all Scripture” that is 
“given by inspiration of God, and is. profitable for 
doctrine, for réproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness: that the-man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim. 
3:16, 17).. Moreover, it is impossible to understand 
the New Testament. without the Old.. The order of 
the two great divisions of the Bible, as well as of the 
sixty-six books in those two divisions, is evidently 
from the Holy Spirit; and only those who sooner or 
later study the Bible through from Genesis to Revela- 
tion can get the whole blessing that God offers to 
every one from his complete Word. We dare leave 
out no part. : 

But to each child of God He says: “Study to show thy- 





self approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to 
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim. 
2:15). And this “rightly dividing” ~is vitally im- 
portant in getting the answer to the searching ques- 
tions asked by this missionary in South Africa. 
The Christian is not under law, but under grace 
(Rom. 6:14); and the Old Testament includes large 
portions that are the law parts of the Scriptures. It 
brings only Confusion, lack of blessing, and discour- 
agement to the Christian who applies to his own pres- 
ent life and duty portions of the Word that, according 
to God’s own word, do not prescribe duty to-day. In 
his valuable and illuminating book on “Grace,” Lewis 
Sperry Chafer says: ; 


The issue is, therefore, between law and grace as. 
governing principles in the life of the Christian. Must 
Christians turn to the Decalogue for a basis of divine 
government in their daily lives? Scripture answers 
this question with a positive assertion: “Ye are not 
under the law, but under grace.” If this be true, are 
the great moral values of the Decalogue discarded? By 
no means; for it will be seen that every moral pre- 
cept of the Decalogue, but one, has been restated with 
increased emphasis in the’ teachings of grace. These 
precepts do not reappear under grace in the charac- 
ter and coloring of the law, but, rather, in the char- 
acter and coloring of pure grace, ‘ 


One of the best little books on this whole subject is 
by the late Dr. C. I. Scofield, entitied “Rightly Di- 
viding the Word of. Truth.” God has given it a very 
wide circulation for many years past, throughout the 
world, and it is published by different houses, and 
readily obtainable from most religious ‘book stores. 
It shows the distinction between the Jew, the Gentile, 
and the Church of God, the distinction between Law 
and Grace, and gives just such light as this missionary 
and the Christians in his. field desire. : 

Mr. Chafer’s larger book, “Grace,” already men- 
tioned, takes up this great subject very much more 
fully, and deals with the same questions,. (It may be 
= from The Sunday School Times Company, at 

1.50. 

. As for the promises in the Old Testament, they are 
for the Christian believer to-day in the age of grace 
just so far as.they are repeated in the New Testa- 
ment. But there are Old Testament promises that 
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are not for the believer to-day, as for example when 
God made certain promises to Israel conditioned on 
Her remaining in the Land that he gave to Abraham, 
and on her continuing in His will. It is a mistake for 
Christians to appropriate certain temporal and physical 
promises of the Old Testament, limited to Israel, as 
though they were guaranteed to God’s children in this 
age of grace. On _the other hand there are many 
precious promises in the Old: Testament that are re- 
iterated in the New, and that are blessedly offered un- 


der grace, 
. ith eo . 
What Does Russellism Teach? 


‘An agent is canvassing the community in which T 
live, selling books and other literature published by the 
International Bible Students’ Association. These are 
the books written by the late “Pastor Russell’ or some 
of his followefS; but that name does not appear on 
them, and people buy them not knowing that they are 
harmful or just what they teach. 

Will you kindly give an explanation of what Russell- 
ism teaches, and why it does harm? 

If there is any book published that would be helpful 
to place in the hands of one who has become interested 
im Russellism, will you kindly name it?—A California 
Reader. . 


The Times here reprints from these columns of some 
years ago a brief statement on Russellism that has 
been much called for since then in view of the wide- 
spread propagating of these harmful and unscriptural 
teachings, 

The Sunday School Times counts Russellism one of 
the most dangerous of the false religions of to-day. 

Like Christian Science, Russellism of Millennial 
Dawn is the more dangerous because it professes to 
be based wholly on the Bible and on Christ. 

Because’ Russellism has especially stood for the 
return of Christ to this earth it has brought into 
disrepute the true New Testament doctrine of what 
Paul calls “the blessed hope” of our Lord’s return. 

Russellism denies the, deity and eternal co-ex- 
istence of Christ with the Father. It says that Christ 
was a created being. And this in the face of God’s 
declaration that “In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God..... 
And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us” 
(John 1:1, 13). 3 te 

Russellism declares that the doctrine of the Trinity 
is “unreasonable and ynscriptural.” | 

Russellism declares that the body of Jesus was 
never--raised from the dead. It says, “Our Lord’s 
human body was, however, supernaturally removed 


. from the tomb, because had it remained there it would 


have been an insurmountable obstacle to the disciples, 
who were not yet instructed in spiritual things. We 
know nothing about what became of it, except that it 
did not decay or corrupt. Whether it was dissolved 
into gases, or whether it is still preserved somewhere 
as a grand memorial of God’s love, of Christ’s obedi- 
ence, and of our redemption, no one knows.” 

Russellism says that Christ; as the chiefest of all 
God’s creatures, did not possess immortality before 
he came into the world, but secured immortality by 
obedience to the divine will. 

Russellism- denies that it is necessary to accept or 
reject Christ during this earthly life-time, as the 
only way of salvation, and declares that those who 
have died rejecting Christ will be given another op- 
portunity, during the millennial age, for eternal life, — 
the unscriptural doctrine of “a second chance.” 

Finally, Russellism is the unscriptural theory of 
annihiliation, saying that those who reject even their 
“second chance” during the (unscriptural) further 
probation offered them in the millennium then pass 
out of existence into extinction. 

The above facts about Russellism, and many more, 
will be found in such pamphlets as the following: 


“Mistakes of Millennial Dawn,” by W. B. Riley, D.D. 
(L. W. Camp, 1020 Harmon Place, Minneapolis, Minn., 
10 cents). 

“All About One Russell,” by C. C. Cook (The Phila- 
delphia School of the Bible, 1723 Spring Garden Street, 
3§ cents). ; 

“Some Facts and More Facts,” by the Rev. J. J. Ross 
(The Philadelphia School of the Bible, 15 cents). 

“Russellism Unveiled,” by W. E. Biederwolf, D.D. 
(Glad Tidings Publishing Company, 602 Lakeside Build- 
ing. Chicago, 20 cents). ‘ : 

“The Errors of Millennial Dawnism,” by James M. 
Gray, D.D. ¢€Bible Institute Colportage Association, 826 
North La Salle Street Chicago, 5 cents). 
“*Pastor’ Russell’s' Position, Credentials and M 
of Interpretation,” By J. Burridge (Bible 
Depot, 7313 Wade Park Avenue, Cleveland, 
cents). ; 

“*Pastor’ Russell’s Date System and 
Second Coming of Christ,” by Burridg 
Depot, 6 cents). 

“Millennial Dawnism or Satan in Disguj 
Cooper (Bible Truth Depot, 2 cents). 

“The Great Counterfeit,” by’ Dr. I. 
(Bible Truth Depot, 15 cents). 

“God or Russell. Which?” by C 
Truth Depot, 30 cents per hundred 


(Kindly apply to the various 
to The Sunday School Times, fc 
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Why the Imprecatory 


And what influenced John Wesley to omit them from his psalter 











By James M. Gray, D.D. President of Moody 1 Bible Institute 


Psalms ? 











I 


ISHOP MOUZON, of the Methodist Episcopal 
B Church, South, must be credited with a revival 

of interest in the question of the imprecatory 
Psalms. He has published a pamphlet expressing his 
opposition to Fundamentalism as it_is now called, but 
which is really the evangelical Christianity of the 
primitive church, his bete noire being the premillennial 
coming of Christ. For the “blessed hope” the Bishop 
has “no use,” as the saying: is, and in casting! about for 
a missile to hurl at it, he seized this: 

See also Dean Gray’s discussion of the imprecatory 
Psalms. Gray says they are prophecies of the way 
Christ will treat his enemies when he comes again. 
Now, John Wesley left them out of the psalter which 
he prepared for the American Church, and in doing so 
he made this comment: “Many Psalms are left out, 
and many parts of others, as highly. improper for the 
mouths of a Christian congregation.” 


As we understand the Bishop, Wesley was simply 
making a selection of Psalms for responsive reading 
in the church, a thing not uncommonly done, and which 
may be done without implying any disrespect towards 
the sacred canon. as a whole. Wesley, in other words, 
would not have left those Psalms out of the “Bible 

” tself -kad he’ been making a revision of it or editing 
a new edition, but a was at liberty to leave them out 
- in preparing a psalter. 
f But ahy foth Wesley leave them out of the psalter, 
and why does he speak of them as improper for a 
Christian congregation? Is it because they are im- 
¢ moral, or because they are not a part of God's Word? 
¥ Certainly not, but because, from a dispensational point 
of view, the imprecatory Psalms do not belong or apply 
to this Christian age except in an accommodated sense, 
but to the age which follows it. : 
Unlike Bishop Mouzon, the founder of Methodism 
was a premillenarian, the proof of which is easily 
available, and he saw that which Bishop .Mouzon does 
not see, the dispensational teaching of the Bible. More 
than most men of his day, Wesley knew how rightly 
to divide the Word of truth (2 Tim. 2:15), and hence 
in selecting a psalter for the public worship of God 
in a Christian congregation in this age he showed his 
spiritual intelligence as to the contents of the Bible as 
a whole, by omitting that which does not belong or 
apply to this age, but to that which is to come. There- 
fore, it would appear that Wesley and “Gray” are in 
agreement, rather than Wesley and Bishop Mouzon. 


II. 

Coming now to my own position, I did not say of these 
Psalms precisely what the Bishop es me say, but 
I did say, and continue to believe, that they are proph- 
ecies of the divine judgments which shall fall upon 


the incorrigibly wicked nations‘at Christ’s return to 
this earth. (See “Prophecy and the Lord’s Return,” 








This is the argument in brief: 


1. The author of these Psalms-is a prophet and is 
speaking of things that are to come. ° 


Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of 
the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, 
and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. 

Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had 
sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his 
loins, according to the flesh, he wouid raise up Christ 
to sit on his throne (Acts 2: 29, 30). 





2. The enemies in mind, in the ultimate fulfilment 
of these predictions, are not the individual enemies of 


Israel, for which he speaks. 


Why do the nations rage, 
And the peoples meditate a vain thing? (Psa. 2:1, 


“Thou hast rebuked the gations, thou hast destroyed 
the wicked; 

Thou hast blotted out their name for ever and ever 
(Psa. 9 a7 .). 









MMMM] enemies are, of course, the Gen- 
sors to, and in essence the same as, 
Pharaoh, the Assyria of Sennacherib, 
us (cf. Isa. 10: 24 to 11 : 16). ; 


ons are considered at a time when 
ecome utterly incorrigible, and when the 
Be of Genesis 12 is about to fall upon them, 
sithem that bless thee, and curse him that 
(cf. Matt. 25: 31-46, where our Lord is 
me occasion). 

that is to say, the body of which 
will not be on the earth at that 
been caught up to meet the Lord 












Mf shall descend from tieaven with 


' 


the psalmist, but the national enemies of the nation of 


Martin Luther once said, “You might rightly call 
the Psalms a Bible in miniature.” Might one not 
therefore 20 a to find in them all phases of 

ispensati truth? The failure to “rightly 

ivide” the prophetic utterances in the Psalms 
has caused many sincere Christians to be troubled 
by the contrast between the seeming vindictive- 
ness of David and Christ’s teaching as to loving 
our enemies. In this article Dr. Gray makes clear 
the harmony of the imprecatory Psalms with New 
Testament truth and tells why he believes they 

do not apply to the present Church Age. 








a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 
Wherefore comfort one another with these words (1 
Thess. 4: 16-18). 


The Church, it is to be remembered, is not Christen- 
dom. Christendom will still be on the earth. 


6. The chosen people of God, Israel, the Jews, will 
have been retaarel, to Jerusalem, and re-established, 
after a manner, in a national capacity, in their own 
land (see the prophet Isaiah as above). 


7. They, the chosen people, will be assailed by the 
federated nations under the headship of the man_of 
sin. It will be “the battle of that great day of God 
Almighty” in “the place called in the Hebréw tongue 
Armageddon.” 


And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great: 
river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, 
that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared, 

And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out 





Examples of Imprecatory Psalms 


Psalm 2 


_ Why do the heathen rage, and the people 
imagine a vain thing? 

The kings of the earth set themselves, and 
the rulers take counsel together, against the 
Lord, and against his anointed, saying, 

Let us break their bands asunder, and cast 
away their cords from us 

He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: 
the Lord shall have them in derision. 

Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, 
and vex them in his sore displeasure. 
ae have I set my king upon my holy hill of 

ion, “cme 

I will declare the decree: the Lord hath said 
unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I 
begotten thee. 

Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen 
for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts 
of the-earth for thy possession. 

Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; 
thou shalt dash them in pieces like. a potter’s 
vessel. =. 

Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be in- 
stfucted, ye judges of the earth. 

Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with 
trembling. 

Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish 
from the way, when his wrath is kindled but 
a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust 


in him. ‘ 
Psalm 58:6-10 


Break their teeth, O God, in their mouth: 
or ay the great teeth of the young lions, 
rd. 


Let them melt away as waters which run 
continually: when he bendeth his bow to shoot 
his arrows, let them be as cut in pieces. 


As a snail which melteth, let every one of 
them pass away: like the untimely birth of a 
woman, that they may not see the sun. 

Before your pots can feel the thorns, he shall 
take them away as with a whirlwind, both liv- 
ing, and in his wrath. 

The righteous shall rejoice when he seeth the 
vengeance: he shall wash his feet in the blood 
of the wicked. ~~ ” 

















of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of 
the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 

For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, 
which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the 
whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great 
day of God Almighty. 

Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watch- 
eth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and 
they see his shame. 


And he gathered them together into a place oalled in 
the Hebrew tongue Armageddon (Rev. 16 : 12-16). 


III, 
As illustrating the foregoing, take the Second Psalm: 


1. Jerusalem is in the foreground, and the Gentile 
nations are tumultuously assembling around her, but 
their plots will be in vain (v. 1). 


2. That which they are plotting is the overthrow of 
the authority of God and his Son Jesus Christ, who 
is represented by Israel in Jerusalem. 


3. But their plots and assembling will come to 
nought, and in spite of them God will set up his king- 
dom in the earth, and set his Son upon his holy hill 
of Zion (4-6). 

4. The Son himself speaks and declares the decree. 
God has promised him the-Gentile nations for his in- 
heritance and they shall be his (7, 8). 


5. They shall be his to rule while as yet they are 
unconverted and rebellious, for it is not the gentle 
persuasion of the Gospel that is set before us as the 
method of his rule, but crushing judgments, the “rod 
of iron,” and dashing “them in pieces like a potter’s 
vessel” (9). 


6. In view of such a crisis, their kings and judges 
are exhorted to hearken to the voice of God; to serve 
him, and to yield themselves to his Son, lest they “per- 
re in ang way, for his wrath will soon be kindled” 

10-12). 


The first three verses of this Psalm found an ap- 
proximate fulfilment in the first rejection of Jesus 


Christ and his crucifixion at the hand of the Roman 
government. 


And being let go, they went to their own company, 
and reported all that the chief priests and elders had 
said unto them. 

And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice 
to God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, 
which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and 
all that in them is: 

Who bythe mouth of thy servant David hast said, 
Why did the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain 
things? 

The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were 
gathered together against the Lord, and against his 
Christ. 

For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom 
thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, 
with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gath- 
ered together, 

For te do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel de- 
termined before to be done (Acts 4 : 23-28). 


But that the Psalm as a whole awaits a more complete 
fulfilment is scarcely admissible of a doubt. 

The time of its complete fulfilment may be sooner 
than we think, but nevertheless it will eventuate in that 
experience of blessing for the whole earth for which 
creation groans (Rom. 8: 18-23). 


IV. 


_In conclusion may I point out the integrity or gen- 
wees oh these imprecatory Psalms, taking them as 
a whole 


1. They are, and always were, an integral part of 
the canon of the Old Testament; they never were left 
out of the collection of its books, so far as known. 


_ 2. They were included. by our Lord in his instruc- 
tion to his disciples after his resurrection, when he 
said: “All things must be fulfilled, which were writ- 
ten in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in 
the psalms, concerning me” (Luke 24: 44). 

3. They are authenticated in the New Testament. 
Take as a single example the Second Psalm and that 
especially minatory verse, 9, and compare it with 
Revelation 2: 27 and 12: 5. 


And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the 
vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even 
as I received of my Father (Rev. 2: 27). 

And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule 
all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught 
up unto God, and to his throne (Rev. 12: 5). 


4. The imprecations they contain against the finally 
ungodly are not stronger, or essentially different, than 
those found in other parts of the Old and- New Testa- 
ments, or those which fell from the gracious lips of 
our Lord himself while ‘here among us in the flesh 
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(cf. the parable of the nobleman, Luke 19, especially 
verse 27). 

In the pamphlet referred to, Bishop Mouzon con- 
fesses that his church has “failed to a degree in its 
teaching function,” and no plainer evidence of it could 
be asked than the fact that, in the light of the foére- 
going, the Bishop characterizes these teachings about 
the imprecatory Psalms as “blasphemy’’! 

CHICAGO, 








General Feng’s Action Explained 
By A. Gordon Melvin, Ph,D. 




















N THESE days when Feng Yu-hsiang, China’s 

Christian General, has been so prominent as a 
leading force in the nation’s affairs, many are won- 
dering .concerning the circumstances of his action. 
These circumstances are such*as to lay him open to 
criticism from those who have a superficial view of 
the situation. Even-in Peking there are some Chris- 
tians who seem “at loss to understand his action. This 
is particularly unfortunate at a time when he needs 
the faithful prayers. of all interested in the good of 
China. Hence a statement that makes clear his action 
and the integrity of his conduct is in place. 


The case under discussion stands as follows. In~ 


the month of August civil war broke out once again 
in China The chief individuals in conflict were Gen- 
eral Chang-Tso-lin, a powerful Manchurian General, 
and General Wu Pei-fu. Wu Pei-fu was the un- 
scrupulous and ambitious personality.in power at Pe- 
king, whose military force kept the President, Tsao 
‘Kun, in power. The war between these two factions 
could not be said to be in the best interests of the 
country, and being without point, and with little im- 
portance in the issue, could bring nothing but death 
and financial and physical suffering to the people. 

When the war broke out Feng’s troops were sta- 
tioned in the Nan Yuan, or South Barracks, in Pe- 
king. As the war progressed Feng moved his troops 
out of the city toward the front, and it was generally 
assumed that in so doing he was allying himself with 
Wu Pei-fu, and moving. his men to Wu's support. 
Toward the third week in October, however, Feng 
withdrew. his totes and by forced marches entered 
the open gates of Peking and made himself master of 
the capital overnight. The gates were then shut 
against all comers, and Wu Pei-fu, already suffering 
defeat at the hands.of Chang Tso-lin, was outside at 
the front with his communications threatened. 

Now it is very easy to call Feng’s action a defection 
or to accuse him of faithlessness and double action. 
But those who see behind the scenes can easily under- 
stand his action as the only honest. move open to him: 

One must, at the very first, get rid of the idea that 
the Chinese government. and Chinese generals are at 
all comparable to ‘Western governments and Western 
generals. A Western.government is representative; 
the Chinese government is not representative, but 
merely a power composed of those who have been able 
to grasp it. A Chinese general is not therefore bound 
to give allegiance to the established cause or to back 
the government as is.a-Western general. He is a man 
of relatively independent action, who, under the pres- 
ent unsettled form of republican government, may 
place his armies at the disposal of any cause ke ap- 
proves. Such a Chinese general is very jealous of his 
own standing, and will not tolerate being ordered to 
action by .another of his own rank. Rather will he 
form mutual alliances. Thus Feng was not to be 
thought of as a tool of the established government, 
right or wrong. 

Since the very beginning of the war, although it 
may on the surface have seemed otherwise, Feng has 
been consistently independent of both Chang Tso-lin 
and Wu Pei-fu. One of. the little known facts of the 
case is this, — in August, 1923, General Chang Tso-lin 
sent a representative to Peking to induce General Feng 
Yu-hsiang to m an alliance with him. Just at 
this time Feng’s soldiers had, through the action of 

‘Wu Pei-fu, been without pay of any kind for nine or 
ten months, and were financially on the verge of ruin. 
Chang Tso-lin offered to pay the soldiers four months’ 
back pay, amounting to over a million dollars. He 
further offered to pay each month toward the soldiers’ 
salaries the sum of $370,000. Even under such tempta- 
tion Feng chose to maintain his independence and cher- 
ish the hope that Wu Pei-fu would change his uncom- 
promising attitude. 

This attitude of Wu Pei-fu could be called little 
less than persecution. In spite of. Feng’s sigrial suc- 
cess as governor of the province of Honan, where he 
closed gambling, drinking, and opium dens and set up 
Christian institutions. in their stead, he was removed 
to Peking. The Province of Honan vainly petitioned 
the Central Government to allow him to remain, and 
Feng was compelled to bring his troops to Peking on 
account of the long-standing jealousy of Wu. 

When the war’ broke out, however, Wu was only 
too anxious for Feng’s support: He was well aware 
that Feng himself had no interest in nor sympathy for 
the present conflict. He nevertheless used his influ- 
ence so that the President actually ordered Feng to 
the front. What was Feng to do? To quote the Far 
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Eastern Times: “He would have absolutely declined to 
leave Peking had it not been for the fact that Wu 
Pei-fu, having a numerical superiority and control of 
the communications around the capital, would have 
struck him down in the Nan Yuan enclosure.” There 
was nothing for Feng to do but to adopt what seems 
to have been a ruse and to proceed in the direction 
of the front. That he did not really intend to fight 
seems clear from a statement which he made in_an 
interview on the third day after his occupation of Pe- 
king. Said he: “I myself never even got to Jehol. 
I halted in the country between Kupeikou and Jehol,— 
and I had not the slightest intention of fighting and 
bringing more ruin to the Chinese people.” So when 
the opportunity was afforded Feng fell back toward 
Peking and by a skilful and rapid coup made himself 
master of the capital. 

We may be quite sure of Feng’s integrity and sturdy 
Christianity, and that he has done what he believed 
to be best for his country. There is no knowing how 
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much good may come*in the way of greater peace and 
stability for the nation. 
It was my privilége to meet him three days after 


his coup in<the Bei Yuan or North Barracks, eight 


miles outside the walls.. He had the appearance of.a 
man bearing a serious burden, but bearing it humbly 
and trustfully. His. simplicity of life and. habit. was 
typified by his appearance, for he wore thé uniform 
of the private soldier with this difference: there was 
absolutely no decoration, the very epaulets having been 
removed from the shoulders. A diplomatic official 
who has access to him during the days when he was 
guarded by impenetrable lines of sentries, being his 
personal friend, assured him ‘that many were praying 
for him daily, to which the General repiied that prayer 
was a good thing, and that he needed and desired it. 
Surely in these days of his stress and strain we will 
not fail in our petitions that God may bring about his 
will for China through the Christian General. 
PEKING, CHINA. 








The Ministry of Flowers 


Their pure, sweet message in the 
quiet of the sick room 


ee 


By Fitzwalter H. Wentworth 
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This is the fourth of the series of seven unusual articles that Mr. Wentworth has written for The Sunday 


School Times on the topic: ‘‘ Beside 


Our Beds of Pain.’’ Have they brought you 


help and comfort? If 


so, you have no doubt been thinking of those with whom you would like to share these messages of heart 


appeal for both sick and well. 


Such an opportunity is offered. through an attractive volume which includes 
these seven articles and nine additional and equally interesting chapters. 


It is entitled ‘‘ Beside Our Beds 


of Puin,’’ and may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, Philadelphia, at $1. 


on these things” (Phil. 4:8). Perhaps no 

ift in illness is more appreciated than 
flowers. Certainly no gift is more appropriate. Some- 
times in sickness the whole nature reyolts against 
dainty dishes that are perfectly tempting to'those in 
health. But one’s very soul goes out in welcome to 
flowers sent by kind and thoughtful friends. 

When visitors and even the nearest and dearest rel- 
atives have to be excluded from the sickroom flowers 
are admitted without question. “They are so quiet and 
unobtrusive. Yet from the moment‘of their entrance 
one’s thoughts are elevated and enriched. By their 
fragrant presence the meanest room takes on a little 
of Paradise, and the most luxurious apartment is 
graced and adorned by their pure and undefiled loveli- 
ness. “ConSider the lilies of the field, how they grow,” 
said Jesus, “they toil not, neithér do they spin: and 
yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory 
was not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if 
God so clothe the grass of the field, which to-day is, 
and to-morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much 
more clothe you, O ye of little faith?” 


Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 
But trust him for his grace; 

Behind a frowning providence 
He ‘hides a smiling face. 

His purposes will ripen fast, 
Unfolding every hour; 

The bud may have a bitter taste, 
But sweet will be the flower. 


OY cites shins things are lovely . . . think 


Thus has Jesus taught us to read the message of 
the flowers. And flowers bring to us messages in 
more ways than one. They speak to the heart. They 
tell of sunlight, of love, of life and glory. In the 
darkest hours of life they remind us that “somewhere 
the sun is shining.” ‘Their very charin is in the con- 








Flower Angelis 


By Maud Frazer Jackson 


ACH flower is a word of God, 
A tender, wooing: word of love; 
They purify this earthly air, 
Add joy to joy; in our despair 
They are as angels from above. 


The lilies standing tall and white 
Breathing His name, the Risen One: 

Angels with torches flaming red, 

Bidding us “‘ Fear-not— march ahead"; 
Angels all golden like the sun. 


The fragrant roses have a speech 
More heavenly than we possess ; 

And violets wet with April-tears 

Say something that the spirit hears, 
That doth the very heart carcss. 


How biessed is their ministry: . 
They cheer our homes through winter’ 
gloom; 
Watch by the bed of pain they keep, 
Breathe o’er the dead— ‘In Christ they. 
sleep; 
Our Maker triumphs o’er the tomb!" 


centrated sunshine that they contain, and which radi- 
ates from them as long as they have life. 

A gift of flowers can sometimes accomplish what 
the giver’s own presence could not do. Words, man- 
nerisms and tones are so easily misunderstood.. And 
in sickness everything is liable to aggravate as at no 
other time. But flowers from a well-wisher, how they 
soften the heart and make for good understanding! 
They are so eloquent in their fragrant silence. Flowers 
have been known to transform foe to friend. Often 
do they overcome unworthy suspicions and engender 
friendships little before expected. : 

It is told of Dr, Russell H. Conwell that, when 
first. going to Philadelphia, he was regarded with 
suspicion by his brethren in the ministry because he 
was “different.” One day a minister, who confessed 
to having harbored a full share of suspicion and envy 
of Russell Conwell, was taken very ill. A beautiful 
white azalea came to his bedside from Doctor Con- 
well. At first he almost. resented it, but the more he 
watched the life of the preacher who was. “different” 
‘the more he was convinced of his Christlike character. 
And soon he found himself longing for Russell Con- 
well’s “great, wide, deep interest in humanity for Christ’s 
sake.” When he died, Doctor Conwell, at the funeral, 
said, “I~feel personally bereaved, for in my Philadel- 
phia ministry he was one of my earliest, dearest, and 
most sympathetic friends.” 

If some one could gather the material a consider- 
able book could be written on the ministry of flowers 
to the sinful.. Many a hard heart has broken and 
sought the healing touch of Christ, not by harsh 
words of reproof, but by the simple loving gift of 
a pure white-flowésr. . 

One Good Friday a political prisoner whom I was 
visiting in jail, and who knew Christ as his personal 
Saviour, smarting under a sense of unjust imprison- 
ment, received from an unknown friend a potted 
Easter lily. With the lily was a card on which was 
written “For Jesus’ sake.” So moved was this man 
by that gift that he felt He. could not attend, as at 
other times, the formal jail chapel service, lest the 
-sacred thoughts and emotions of that hour should be 
suppressed. He wanted to be alone with the flower 
and let it quietly preach to him. “That lily,” said he, 
“is sufficient Easter message for me.” And somehow 
Christians everywhere have come to associate flowers 
with Easter. Surely this is not to be wondered at, 
for “in the place where he was crucified there was 
a garden.” And is there anything on earth that more 
truly symbolizes the resurrection in all its glory than 
a flower? - 

Some years ago Dr. Cortland Neal ‘Bathe course 
of an Easter sermon at Tremor mee (Rible 
told of his visit to a sepulcher w 
more likely to be that in which 
had lain than the traditional “Holy 
said, “I went back again to the door 
cher to take a last look into the ho 
deep experience, and just as I looked i 
doorway this time my eyes dropped, beca’ 
something that made them heavy, and 
beautiful Palestine flower growing i 
rock in the doorway. That wo 
was almost sacrilegious to pluc 
resist. I wanted it in my life a 
to America with me. I have i 
the heart of that little flower 
and gazed on its five perfect: pe 














fa | 


ps 


















































































































Lesson for January 4 
Luke 19 : 29-44 


leaves I saw the letter J, on another E, on a third S, 


‘on the fourth U, and the last was an S. Its color was 


-E-S-U-S} joked, the impression deepened. I 
ept it lovingly in my hand, walked out of the garden 
round the pathway circling the hill, and came up on 
Calvary once more. I stood on the green hill and 
looked eastward over Olivet, northward towards Gal- 
ilee, southward towards Bethlehem, and westward 
towards the close of the day, then down into the face 
of the flower once more. I said: ‘One of these 
leaves stands for America, the other for Asia, the 
other for Europe, the other for Africa, and the last 
for the Islands of the Sea, all growing in a circle 
around a common stem, and the stem growing in the 
doorway of the open sepulcher. That is the world’s 
hope.’ ” 

It is almost impossible to gaze upon flowers and 
think mean, sordid thoughts. When living in St. 
John, New Brunswick, a lady in the country used 
to send me large baskets of flowers during the sum- 
mer months for distribution among the patients in 
the hospital. As I passed through the streets with 
the flowers on my, way from the station to the hos- 
pital, 1 used to notice the sudden change of counte- 
nance of the people I met when they glanced at the 
numerous bouquets -in the baskets. And little chil- 
dren on one of the meaner streets would stop their 
play and run after me begging for a flower, “Just 
one little flower, mister!” And when I told them 
that they were for patients in the hospital these 
children of the-dusty, dirty street. would suddenly 
become thoughtful, cease their begging, then con- 
tinue their play. So the smiling flowers in their tran- 
sient loveliness dropped something of their sweetness 
into the stream of consciousness of each -passing 
man, ‘woman, and child. And it is always so. We 
may not always be able to interpret the language of 
the flowers, but we. know that our thoughts are 
cleansed, purified, and enriched in their presence. I 
can see now~the light upon the faces of the patients, 
sometimes drawn with pain, as I entered the wards 
with the flowers grown specially for their benefit. 

“Flowers,” says Ruskin, “seem intended for the 
solace of ordinary humanity: children love them; 
quiet, tender, contented ordinary ple love them as 
they grow luxurious and- disorderly people rejoice 
in them gathered. They are the cottager’s treasurer ; 
and in the crowded town, mark, as with a little broken 
fragment of rainbow, the windows of the workers in 
whose heart rests the covenant of peace.” Bu:, he 
continues, “They fall forgotten from the great work- 
men’s and soldiers’ hands. Such men will take, in 
thankfulness, crowns of leaves or crowns of thorns — 
not crowns of flowers.” True, O- Philosopher! But 
wait till the warrior is wounded and the great work- 
man lies helpless on a bed of pain, then will the min- 
istry of flowers be welcomed. And flowers may point 
the sick one to that which is even more beautiful and 
lasting than these: “All flesh.is as grass; and all the 
glory of man as the flower of the grass. The grass 
withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away. But 
the word of the Lord.endureth for ever. And this 
is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.” 

Quesec, Can. 


Res: the ms a of royalty, the mark of victory. 


When the Football Captain Prayed 


By Albert J. Dahlby 


Editor’s Note.—In sending this true story to The Sunday 
School Times, Mr. Dahlby, who is pastor of a Baptist 
church in Duluth, says: 

“Sunday evening I received a call from the Superin- 
tendent cf the —— School to come to the morning assembly 
exercises. He desired some of the ministers to help him 
conserve the spiritual lesson learned by the football men 
on Saturday. It was a wonderful assembly. We were 
gripped as pastors, and the student body was gripped, 
When I came away from there I determined the story 
ought to be told, that others may see that as yet there 
are to be- found high-school students who are not ashamed 
to pray. I thank God for this experience.” - 

Names which would identify the school or the characters 
are purposely omitted or changed. 


T WAS the day of the “Big Game.” The Rayfield 
rooters were assembled in force on the grounds 

of the Central High School. Was there the faintest 
hope of victory? None could say. Playing through 


the season in the face of heavy odds, the team had 


done well, but Central had certainly shown up stronger 
against the same opponents. As though the loss of six 
of last year’s team was not sufficient of a handicap, 
Rayfield had lost its coach in the middle of the sea- 
son. epee sf loyal of rooters had to admit the 
; Cz é. slim. : 

ide the confidence ran high. The 
fess. For seven years their team had 
re the scrapping teams from across 
was the day of days. Rayfield was 
its players were sore from earlier 
f man for man they believed their men 
was Central’s game, that was the fore- 
an. This was the year when the “hoodoo” 
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pr rooms the men were listening 
alked “confidence and determina- 
he said, “the past glory of Ray- 
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field is yours to uphold. Keep fighting to the last.” 
But yet there remained that fearful enemy of success, 
doubt of their own ability. Every man was deter- 
mined but doubtful. It was then the captain spoke up. 
Calling the men around him he recounted the way 
they had faced and won in the past, and pleaded with 
the men to fight for Rayfield, its team, its faculty, its 
alumni, and tor the student body. “Fight clean and 
hard to win.” That was all as it should be, but then 
there came an unusual softening in the tone of his 
voice and looking around the group of high school fel- 
lows in the grotesque football togs he surprised them 
by saying: 

“And now, fellows, you may think I am crazy, but 
I believe in prayer.. We practise it at home, and I 


- practise it personally. Now if you fellows don’t mind, 


before we run out on the field, I’d like to lead in 
prayer.” It was a tense moment. Four years they 
had seen their hero, Harvey, lead in the game. His 
unexcelled ability had won for him a place on every 
choice of “First-elevens’” when chosen by the news- 
paper scribes. His unchallenged right to leadership 
had made himethe unanimous choice for captain. His 
popularity was even now being manifested by the 
screams of “H-H-H-a-a-a-r-r-r-vey rocking the Ray- 
field stands. But that moment the eleven and the subs 
saw a more splendid Harvey than ever. Their cap- 
tain in football togs, they gladly followed his lead- 
ership in the spiritual realm. 

The prayer was brief and unrecorded. It was a 
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simple petition that every man of them would play 
square, play his best, and that they might play to win. 
The eleven are not ashamed to say they had tears to 
brush from their eyes when they turned to race out 
across the field. Something had happened, the team 
knew what it was, a power beyond themselves had 
been invoked. 

Suddenly the referee’s whistle. The subs hurried 
to the side lines, The kick was tossed for. The teams 
located themselves, and the game was on. What a 
game. Long will it be spoken of. Three quarters, 
and no score. The Rayfield boys were unexpectedly 
strong. Time after time the Rayfield goal was threat- 
ened only to be saved.. What were Central fighting? 
The fourth quarter found the game 0-0. Ten minutes 
of play and yet no score, then Harvey called for time 
out. The ten crowded around and again he said, “Let's 
pray now and win.” Again he prayed. 

Rayfield’s ball. A kick formation was called for. 
It was a fake, and with the ball resting lightly on 
his fingertips Harvey sent it on a forward pass full 
into Grayson’s arms, and he downed it for a touch- 
down. Score: Rayfield, 6; Central o. How the stands 
rocked. But deep in the hearts of eleven men had been 
born a new realization of the fact that hard work ac- 
complishes more when backed by prayer. Only eleven 
men, and some of the “subs” knew of Harvey's act. 
The papers said, “Luck,” but the team said, “Prayer.” 
And the team was right. 


Dututs, MINN. 














And to his victorious millennial reign 


The Stars’ Testimony to the Coming One 


. By Helen F. Clark 











Author’s Note.—Those who would study this whole sub- 
ject more fully will be-interested in the remarkatile volume, 
“The Gospel in the Stars,” which is the best interpretation 
now in print, by Joseph A. Seiss, D.D., LL.D., published by 
The United Lutheran Publication House, S. E. Corner Thir- 
teenth and Spruce Streets, Philadelphia, Pa., price $1.75; 
and “The Witness of the Stars,” by Ethelbert W. Bull- 
inger, D.D., published ‘by Eyre and Spottiswoode, London, 
sold in America by The Book Stall, 113 Fulton Street, New 
York City, price $2.50. Dr. Bullinger’s book contains very 
fine maps of the constellations with the Zodiacal figures 
engraved upon them. 

The Star Atlas of Winslow Upton, A.M., Professor of 
Astronomy in Brown University, gives excellent star maps 
with the Zodiacal figures. This Atlas is published by 
Ginn and Company, 15 Ashburton Place, Boston, Mass., 
price $3. 

But to see the constellations in their relative positions 
and trace their significance from beginning to end upon 
the heavenly configurations, the Star Atlas of Arthur P. 
Norton, B.A., is the best. This is published by Gall and 
Inglis, London, but may be purchased in America of Mr. 
Leon Barritt, 367 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

The reader may easily locate the constellations of our 
northern heavens by use of the Barritt-Serviss Star and 
Planet Finder, a movable planisphere showing the po- 
sitions of the constellations for each night of the year. 
The Northern Planisphere may be purchased of Mr. Barritt 
at $2.50. 

In the Public Library, Fifth Avenue and Forty-second 
Street, New York City, in the Science Department, may be 
found the book “Mazzaroth,” by Frances Rolleston, whose 
remarkable linguistic attainments enabled her to trace 
the ancient star names back to their beginning in the 
original language of the Patriarchs. It is mainly upon the 
mass of data gathered by Miss Rolleston, corroborated by 
various scientific writers, in which is included the tes- 
timony of ancient astronomers, especially those of the 
Semitic races, that Drs. Seiss and Bullinger founded their 
interpretations of the constellation teachings. This vol- 
ume is very rare, having been out of print for many years, 
but its testimony of the Gospel in the stars is a delightful 


_ stimulant to the Christian’s faith, and breathes of the 


reality and blessedness of the work of Jesus Christ upon 
the earth, and of the truthfulness of Holy Scripture, upon 
every® page. It will repay the inquirer to go there and 
read it. 


N TAURUS we see Christ as the reem of Job 39: 

9-12, the fierce and untamable wild ox of the ancient 

times, the terrible “Bull” of the constellations. He 
comes now to the earth as Judge and King, terrible to his 
enemies, fighting with whirlwind, storm, earthquakes, 
fire, and pestilence. Nothing can stand before him, or 
bear the lightning of his eye. The Hebrew name, 
Shur, means “Coming and ruling.” 

We next see our powerful Redeemer as Orion, the 
mighty, glorious Prince. The name Orion comes from 
the Hebrew word OR, ineaning “Light.” The name 
means, “He who cometh forth a Light; The Brilliant, 
The Swift.” In Egyptian the name of this constella- 
tion is Ha-ga-t, “This is He Who Triumphs.” In 
Akkadian the name is Ur-Ana, “The Light of Heaven.” 
In Hebrew the name is Chesil, “A Strong One, A 
Hero, A Giant.” 

This is the most beautiful constellation in the 
heavens. It has many large and exceedingly brilliant 
stars, and its very configuration reminds the holder 
of a giant warrior. It most truly presents Christ as 
the “Light of the world,” and also as the glorious 
King of kings soon to come from Heaven to “put 
down all authority and power,” and “to bring in ever- 
lasting righteousness.” This constellation is visible in 
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every part of the habitable earth, and is followed and 
surrounded by other constellations of great splendor. 
When Orion is high in the sky a greater number of 
large and brilliant stars may be seen than at any other 
time of the year. And this is in perfect keeping with 
its significance, for it represents the millennium, the 
thousand years of Christ’s glorious reign upon the 
earth. The star names bear out this teaching. Betel- 
geuze means “The Branch Coming”; Rigel, “The 
Foot that Crusheth”; Bellatrix, “Swiftly Coming, Sud- 
denly Destroying”; Mintaka, “The Wounded One”: 
Saiph, “The Bruised”; Al Rai, “Who Bruises, Who 
Breaks”; Thabit, “Treading On”; Al Mirzam, “The 
Ruler”; Al Nagzed, “The Prince”; Meissa, “Coming 
Forth.” 

To the right of Orion is Canis Major. The He- 
brew name, Naz, means “Prince,” and is the word 
used of Christ in Isaiah 9:6, in the phrase rendered 
“The Prince of Peace.” As the name of the constella- 
tion it is translated “Naz, Caused to Come Forth, Com- 
ing Swiftly Down.” Dr. Seiss tells us the principal 
star in this constellation, Sirius, “Is the most brilliant 
and fiery in all the heavens,” The name Sirius is 
Star in Hebrew, and also ns “Prince,” as well as 
“Guardian.” The other star names are Mirza, “The 
Prince or Ruler”; Wesen, “Shining, Ulustrious, Scar- 
let”; Adhara, “The Glorious”; Ascnere, “Who Shall 
Come”; Al Shira al Jemeniya, “The Prince of the 
Right Hand”; Abur, “The Mighty”; Muliphen, “The 
Leader, The Chief.” This constellation again pictures 
the rule of our mighty Redeemer, who has overcome 
a and now brings righteousness and peace to the 

arth, 

But Zechariah says, “The Lord my God shall come, 
and all the saints with thee.” And Paul prophecies of 
the church, “When Christ, who is our life, shall ap- 
pear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory” (Col. 

74). When therefore we see Canis Minor, The 

sser Dog, following, we see another prominent 
Christian truth set forth in these divinely given star 
pictures, that is, the saints of all ages, resurrected 
and glorified, appearing with him, for Canis Minor 
sets forth “The princely following of Seir.” It is 
also called, “The Prince of the Left Hand,” whereas 
Sirius is the “Prince of the Right Hand.” The stars 
are Procyon, “Redeemed”; Al Gomeisa, “The Bur- 
dened; Loaded; Bearing for Others”; Al Shira, 
“Prince of the Left Hand”; Al Mirzam, “The Prince, 
or Ruler”; Al Gomeyra, “Who Completes; Perfects” ; 
Al Shemeliya, “Chief of the Left Hand.” 

We come now to the last events of Scriptural rev- 
elation, and to the complete fulfilment of Christ’s work 
for men. 

Cancer, the Crab, with strong claws holding that 
which it has grasped, sets forth our Redeemer’s full 
and complete possession of that which he has bought. 
The name signifies “Rest Secured,” “Holding; En- 
circling.” The stars aré Tegmeni, “Holding”; Acu- 
bens, “The Sheltering or Hiding Place’; Ma’ aleph, 
“Assembled Thousands”; Al Himarein, “The Kids or 
Lambs”; Praesepe, “The Multitude.” 

Ursa Major and Ursa Minor, the Great and Lesser 
Bear, are not “bears,” but the ancient nomenclature 
declares them to be sheep. The constellations, repre- 
sent sheepfolds, the Lesser Sheepfold is that of the 
rulers, the Church. The Greater Sheepfold is the saved 
of all times and ages. 

Ursa Major, or the Greater Sheepfold, is called Ash 
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in Hebrew, Al Naish in Arabic. Both names mean 
“The Assembled Together.” The stars are Dubhe, “A 
Herd of Animals, a Flock”; Mirach, “The Flock,” or 
“Purchased”; Phacda, “Visited, Guarded, Numbered” ; 
Alioth, “A She-Goat” ; Mizar, “Separate, or Small”; 
Al Cor, “The Lamb”; Benet Nasch, “The Daughters 
of the Assembly”; Al Kaid, “The Assembled”; El 
Alcola, “The Sheepfold”; Cab’d al Asad, “Multitude, 
Many Assembled”; Megrez, “Separated”; El Kaph- 
rah, “Redeemed, Ransomed”; Calisto, “The Sheepfold 
Appointed or Set.” : na 

Ursa Minor, or the Lesser Sheepfold, contains the 
Polar Star, around which all the stars of heaven, and 
our solar system are turning. This star is called Al 
Rucabba, “The Turned On, or Ridden On.” This 
represents Christ, bearing or turning all a by his 
own power. This star also has the name Cynosure, 
meaning “High in Rising” (4, ¢., exalted in heavenly 

sition). Other stars are Kochab, “Waiting Him 
Who Cometh”; Al Pherkadain, “The Redeemed As- 
sembly, The Calves, or The Young”; Al Gedi, “The 
Kids”; Al Kaid, “The Assembled.” This constella- 
tion shows the Church “waiting him who cometh.” She 
stands closely about him, the nearest to him of all the 
saved. And this is the body of rulers. It is the same as 
Andromeda, the Man-Ruler, and as Cassiopeia, the 
a glorified and seated beside her Lord in heavenly 
places. 

Below Cancer and to the right is Argo, the Ship. 
This is a picture of Christ, the Branch, taking the full 
company of the redeemed of all ages to their eternal 
home, the city of the New Jerusalem. Argo means, 
“A company of travelers.” The stars are Canopus, 
“The Possession of Him Who Cometh”; Sephina, 
“The Multitude’; Tureis, “The Possession’; As- 
midiska, “The Released Who Travel”; Soheil, “The 
Desired”; Subilon, “The Branch.” ? 

As Argo passes to the west Leo rises high in the 
sky, almost to the Zenith. Leo means, “The Lion,” 
and sets before us Christ as the Lion of Judah, who 
now rises to wreak his divine vengeance upon the 
fearful, age-old adversary of the whole human race, 
“The great dragon, that old serpent, called the Devil, 
and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world.” The 
names of this constellation are, Hebrew, Arieh, “The 
Lion Hunting Down His Prey”; Syriac, Aryo, “The 
Rending Lion”; Arabic, Al Asad, “A Lion Coming 
Vehemently, Leaping Forth as Flame.” The star 
names are Regulus, “Treading under Foot”; Denebola, 
“The Judge or Lord Who Cometh”; Al Giebha, “The 
Exaltation” ; Zosma, “Shining Forth”; Sarcam, “The 
Joining” (meaning the completion of the Zodiacal cir- 
cle (the joining of Leo with Virgo). Also Minchir al 
Asad, “The Punishing or Tearing of the Lion”; Deneb 
al Eced, “The Pig - Cometh who Seizes”; Al Dafera, 
“The Enemy Put Down.” 

Beneath Leo hangs down the head of Hydra, the 
crooked, or fleeing serpent of Job 26:13. His horrid 
length extends one-third of the way around the entire 
celestial sphere. Hydra means, “He Is Abhorred.” 
The stars are, Alphard, “The Separated, Put Away’; 
Al Drian, “The Abhorred’”’; Minchar al Sugia, “The 
Piercing of the Deceiver.” 

Above Hydra is Crater, the Cup. This is the cup 
of divine wrath poured out — the serpent. Its chief 
star is Al Ches, meaning “The Cup.” 

_Last of all the constellations in these God-given 
pictures is Corvus, the Raven, or Bird of Doom, tear- 
ing the serpent. The name in Egyptian is Herna, 
meaning, “Breaking Up of the Enemy.” The stars 
are Al Chiba, “The Curse Inflicted”; Al Gorab, “The 
Raven Tearing to Pieces.” 

Thus we believe we have, step by step, the great 
facts of our matchless Christian religion outlined 
from beginning to consummation, in the days of Adam, 
two thousand two hundred and fifty years before the 
first words of Genesis were written. And this mar- 
velous outline, like a great plan or schedule, was hung 
up in the sky to become for all nations in all genera- 
tions, the revelation from God of the humanly-incon- 
ceivable work which he undertook to do for men. 

For centuries this matchless message has been hid- 
den, blurred, obscured by the folly of men and the 
deceitfulness of the Adversary; but now, at the end of 
the age, when its awful darkness is closing down upon 
us, is not this Sbscured truth shining out cnce more to 
add its testimony to the inspired Word, and to give 
fresh courage to the hearts of his redeemed? 

Paterson, N. J 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 




















For he will finish the work, and cut it short in 
righteousness (Rom. 9:28). 


C10SE up the account (logon), not “work,” — set- 


tle the score. For a summary accounting will the 
Lord make upon the earth. 

Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that 
he would send forth laborers into his harvest 
(Luke 10:2). 

Thrust forth, ekbaleé, is the literal of “send forth.” 
It is good to notice that when the same word is used 
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in John 10:4, “When he thrusteth forth his own 
sheep,” it is stated that “he before them.” Which 
is indeed true of the Good Shepherd, the first to enter 
the world harvest, prototype of all subsequent apostles 
and missionaries. 


We found this fellow perverting the nation, and 
forbidding to give tribute to Caesar (Luke 23:2). 
Tribute is phoron, a tax laid on subject peoples. 

Jesus as a matter of fact had advised his questioners 
to pay it (Luke 20:25). But “the whole multitude” 
were so filled with hatred to Jesus as to cry out for 
a tax which was the most obnoxious of all to national 
féeling, the symbol oftheir subjugation to Rome, the 
new Edom. = 


New Hampton, N. H. 








Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 











Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and ‘if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


 Phyedae gt! to most letters published in this col- 
umn the letter which follows does not ask advise 
from Mother Ruth, but proffers it. Because it is so 
rich in its expressions of faith and experience and 
true Christian counsel it is passed on to The Sunday 
School Times readers in the hope that it may prove a 
blessing to many who must face similar problems in 
their own lives. : 

Dear Mother Ruth: I am in my seventy-third year, 
and I have just finished reading “A stricken Senior’s” 
letter in the “Girls’ Problems of To-day” in the July 
26th issue of The Sunday School Times. I did not 
care to read your reply until I should first have writ- 
ten you myself, if so be (under God) my experience 
in the long ago may help this Christian young woman 
of the present. 

I never. saw the Bible opened in my childhood home, 
but judged by this world’s standards, I had every ad- 
vantage. ; 

At boarding-school in Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Miss 
Julia Crosby (later a wonderful missionary in Japan) 
used to call on me personally and talk with me of sal- 
vation through Christ, as I was one of her Sunday- 
school girls at the church opposite our Institute. In 
utmost simplicity I gave my heart to Jesus. I was 
just fifteen; But as the term expired very soon, and I 
did - return to that school, I saw her but twice after- 
wards. 

I had almost no help or encouragement, and kept 
my faith hidden in my heart for a long time. But at 
nineteen I began preparing for Vassar, and then be- 
gan such a test as perhaps few girls come out of as 
well as I did. 

I saw a young man (was not even introduced to 
him) who stepped to our sleigh to tell my brother he 
had shot a fine wild-cat the right before. Our eyes 
merely met (but, oh, he was so fine looking), and we 
were in love with each other. 

I could not shake it off. I knew it was interfering 
with the zest of my. study, but still it was there, be- 
fore all else. I prayed, but (apparently) it did me no 
good. Finally we met, then planned to meet, con- 
tinued (very properly and discreetly) to meet, and at 
length came to what I hoped would set me free. First 
let me say, that while he was blameless as to charac- 
ter, he was not a Christian. He was not high-born; I 
did not mind that, but I knew that while I loved his 
home people, it would not last with intimate associa- 
tion; I knew his mental furniture would never rank 
with my own, that as he was not ambitious for a fin- 
ished education, and that im time we would not be con- 
genial in our close association. I. thought it all out 
with much prayer, though I have not done him nor 
myself justice in this writing. The prayer seemed 
utterly incidental. Finally we met for a long, long 
talk. I told him I Was dying by the inch. I could 
not stand it,—I must not. We must drop the ac- 
quaintance entirely. We must not look at one another 
or speak'to one another. I was more sorry for him 
than for myself. He said it simply took all ambition 
and hope from him. He had lost himself as badly 
as I had. But we reasoned, and finally agreed. 

I entered college. I used to walk around the lake 
to get myself together sufficiently for study. He was 
continually in my heart. It seemed that it would kill 
me. I thought at times I would have to break my re- 
solve of silence. 

But after two years he married a nice girl. I met 
him once on the street. He crossed toward me and 
I toward him, and at the middle of the crossing we 
spoke, and walked together down a side street. 

I. asked, “ . are you happy? I only want to 
know this, and no more.” He answered that he felt 
he could not live without me, but had married, and 
was pleased with his wife, and thankful to be happy 
in his home. We simply said, “Good-bye.” Once, 
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perhaps twenty-five years later, I saw him in a street- 
car. We did not speak. “But to-this day I feel that 
bond on my heart. So it was not just a passing senti- 
ment, but a natural ldve, of which I have no reason 
to be ashamed, and no reason to regret. “Love is 
strong as death” (Song of Sol. 8:6). It is some- 
thing not to be set aside lightly or easily. “But God.” 
I did right, I knew I did. heard my prayers, 
though I did not know it then. 

Later one of the most approvable of young men 
came into my life. I was about twenty-two. There 
was not a reason why I should not marry him. 
always liked to be with him: I always admired him. 
He was altogether congenial to me. I was so close 
in friendship and association that there seemed noth- 
ing between us. But to make sure, I thought it all 
out. Then at a convenient moment, I asked, “Mr. 
B——, would you be a Christian if there were no con- 
ditions whatever, and it -were only a matter of the 
merest choice?” - He replied, extending his hand, “Miss 
W—, if I could be a Christian by turning that hand 
over so, I would not.” I said then with .a deep delib- 
erate resolve, in words that only God heard, “I will 
never be Mrs, B——.” ‘ 

Did not God hear? Others came. Once I wanted 
so to yield! But the gentleman, who would have been 
a saint had he been a Christian, was an evolutionist, 
an infidel, but oh, so kind and gentle and reasonable — 
a prince among men. Yet to him I said, “No.” 

Then came one staunch Christian unsought, improb- 


able, but without any barrier. But while my heart” 


and my prayers and my mind found him unobjection- 
able, I yet was not madly in love with him. I some- 
how felt I belonged to.him, but there were others I 
preferred at entertainments. But before God alone, he 
was the one. I was but a wisp, by the way, com- 
pared with him. But he must have me for his own, 
and there was not any “No!” in me., We were married 
in 1875. My life was blessed out of all measure. Love’ 
was not passiom It was a love that few on earth 
ever know. I cannot describe to you how the love in 
the Lord for a man after God’s own heart, many mul- 
tiplied times more than paid me for almost breakin 
my heart in ‘conscientious loyalty to right and to God. 
It is a story that can’t be told, — how. God rewarde 
me. I have letters from numbers of the best men in 
our country telling me (at the time of my husband’s 
death) how they esteemed him. One very eminent 
man said, “The best man I ever knew!” Another 
prominent among the great and good of our land, 
wrote, “I loved him above every other person out- 
side my own immediate family.” Another said, “I 
have known great men as scholars, as gentlemen, as 
Christians, but I never knew one who combined all 
virtues in one person as did your husband.” Another, 
once Presiding Elder of the New York Conference, 
wrote,. “Of three chiefest friends in a lifetime, your 
husband was one of the three.” Other most promi- 
nent among. Massachusetts gentlemen, said, “Of all the 
friends made in a lifetime, I reckon Dr, —— first.” 
These are just a few. 
_ So God blessed and honored this poor piece of dust, 
in giving me the best of husbands after, for his sake, 
I had refused the choice of my own heart. Oh, but 
did I not love his choice for me, my reward? Yes, 
differently. As I love my Lord in Heaven, not idoliz- 
ing ‘him, but with a love-that will go on through eter- 
nity. I lived with him twenty-three years, Then his 
body was buried, but I have never felt myself a 
widow. I have had the oil of joy for mourning. I 
did not shed tears when he was taken from my side. 
The love was utterly superior to death, The joy of 
my married life is with me yet. Have4 forgotten my 
first love? Oh, no, not at all. But though that never 
did die out, it will not last beyond the grave. It 
ceased té be a torture to me when I found him whom 
God gave me. I do not want the first, I do not need it. 
I am willing to let it die,and be buried and never see 
or know it again. It was but a part of natural 
being. But, oh, I can’t tell, I could not put in human 
words, the love between my husband and myself for 
twenty-three years, growing always, and not- broken 
off by death. He was my reward. I have not mourned 
for him yet, for he is not dead to me, nor I to him. 
I live expectant of seeing and greeting him and go- 
ing on in eternal harmony... : 
am no spiritist nor spiritualist of any sort. I 

have no fads or fancies. I have just my Bible, and the 
Spirit of my Lord. eR 

Do I feel my husband’s spirit present with me? 
No! I do not need to. He is-near Jesus, and if I 
live near Jesus, then we are near each other in spirit. 
I often think Ivam the happiest woman on earth, and 
yet it is not earthly things that make me so. 

I would counsel a Christian girgeat.tc.at all en- 
courage love to the best man in théptaj, and’ Xe By 
not a real Christian. I believe therfiage (Bible 
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not to be tolerated;.a natural love, t@leveland, 
acted upon only under God; a holy lo¥ 
natural and spiritual, which God will 
above all. we can think or ask—A 


























“Evolution and the Supernatural,” by 
Griffith Thomas, snowing the effects of 
of the evolution theory on Chris 
may be had from The Sunday Sch 
at only 25 cents. 
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EYOND any. question, I believe the. weakest place 
B in the average Sunday-school is the records. 
Nearly every improvement and advanced step in 
modern Sunday-school practise has come through the 
application of methods which have been learned from 
the practise of the day-schools. This has been true 
both in the field of building and mechanical equip- 
ment and in that of pedagogical methods. Improved 
methods in grammar and graded schools. attracted the 
attention and favor of religious edueational leaders. 
The result was the gradual introduction of gradation 
into the Sunday-school. fe 

The same might be said of teacher-training. The 
normal courses for training teachers for the public 
schools and other educational institutions led the 
leaders in Sunday-school, work to think of providing 
some such course for Sunday-school workers. The 
result is the.many fine courses to be had for Sunday- 
school teachers for psychology, pedagogy, organization, 
administration, and Bible study. a 

The educational world about us has contributed much 
to the modern Sunday-school, but there is one out- 
standing thing that seems to have been entirely over- 
looked. The teacher in the secular educational insti- 
tutions has a register, and every pupil in the school, be 
it grammar school, college, or university, is graded 
on certain things. Attendance, punctuality, deport- 
ment, and the grade of work done are the things taken 
into consideration in the grammar and graded schools. 
These things differ more or less in the different schools, 
If the teachers in the schools of your community or 
city were asked to-morrow to turn in their registers 
and do no more grading on these points, and instead, 
simply to report at the close of each’ day to the super- 
intendent of schools the number reporting for lesson 
in their rooms, how long do you suppose you would 
have any teachers in your schools? The system of 
grading and —- provided in this register gives 
adequate recognition for class of work the scholar has 
done. This is essential. It is an important element 
of the ability of the public school teacher to hold the 
scholars up to, a worthy standard of performance. 
Lacking this aid, the teacher in the average Sunday- 
school works at a serious disadvantage. 3 

f course, we cannot run a Sunday-school just_as 
we would the community graded or high school. But 
we can study the methods in the schools about us and 
adapt them to our work on this particular point, as 
well as we have applied teacher-training, grading, and 
the like, which have been an invaluable contribution to 
modern Sunday-school work. While I was secretary 
of the Sunday-school work of the Baptist General As- 
sociation in Kentucky, I was led to study this phase of 
Sunday-school work as I never had studied it up to 
that time. I was exceedingly anxious to experiment 
with some things. About that time I was called by the 
First Baptist Church at Fort Worth, Tex., to go there 
and build up a Sunday-school. I responded to the call, 
with a prayer in my,own heart that I might be able to 
make some contribution to the increased efficiency of 
the Sunday-school. 

I began work on a system of records. We put them 
into the Sunday-school. In the growth of that Sun- 
day-school up to the time my service terminated there, 
the one thing, humanly speaking, that contributed more 
than anything else to the | geted and development of 
that school, was our record system. It now has what 
is conceded to be the largest actual average attendance 
of any Sunday-school in the -wide world, the average 
attendance for January to October, 1924, running over 
four thousand. This attendance is not taken from spe- 
cial days, rallies, and the like. It is the regular actual 
attendance, and is considered the ideal by many who 
have studied its workings. When I became associated 
with this school it had an average attendance of two 
hundred and forty-nine. I do not claim the credit 
for. building it up to its present attendance. The work 
has been carried on, and it has had phenomenal growth 


. since I teft it. The pastor and the noble workers there 


have carried forward the work in a wonderful way. I 

refer to it because of my experience with the record 

system there. 

I studied a number of different record systems and 

books i ar — the system of records 
imnecussed. 

















sr to be present, to be punctual, to make 
e want to train the young poo in the 
arly contributing to the rd’s work 
the Bible, which is our text-book in the 
pl. We want the lesson studied by the 
f the school; and we are emphasizing to- 
before the exceedingly important matter 
bin of the Sunday-school, attending the 
This should be expected of every 


ith in the series “The Sunday School 
. Entzminger. 
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*Points—In the Sunday-school we ex- 





officer and teacher and member .of the school above 
the Primary Department. These six things are em- 
phasized by grading on them on Sunday morning: 


PURCOMGMMOE 775. ATs obi ae dns evae telat ens 20 percent 
SU REED 0h cisduvid she tbtas cde eccNeanees es 10 percent 
CPOTIAE -.uicc pce i eka ns 5) eonsec eseheevens 10 percent 
SES CLO SECCS Mob Cs Sap TC odes 06 CeSEUHs Sper lo percent 
PUOPRIOE LOBOOR® Gecesee is cies dices ietve 30 percent 
Preaching attendance .............s008. 20 percent 


100 percent 


Dividing the hundred points, as outlined in the above 
table, we give the larger credit on Sunday-school at- 
tendance, prepared lesson, and preaching attendance. 
This emphasizes the three main things in the Sunday- 
school. To get a report on these six points from each 
member of the Sunday-sSchool on Sunday morning, and 
properly assemble it for submitting to the school at 
the closing exercises was no small problem. We tried 
out plans, including class-books, pad, and the like, but 
finally discarded everything else to the exclusive use of 
a card system. 


2. The Classification Form.—This system includes 
the classification form discussed in an earlier article. 


3, The. Enrolment Card.—lIt includes a permanent 
enrolment card, carrying on the face. all of the infor- 
mation about the member that the classification form 
calls for, and on the reverse side in columns by years 
and months, where the grade of the member for each 
month is to. be entered in the “year” colum.. This 
keeps the grade by months, year after year, tor each 
member of the school. This permanent enrolment card 
is filed by classes, the teacher’s mame appearing on 
the guide-card, one of these cards for each pupil be- 
ing filed in order behind the guide: bearing the teacher’s 
name. This should be made up by departments, using 
a filing-box or tickler for one or more departments, 
according .to the size of the school. 


4. The Monthly Class Card.—This class-card is 
made up in two sizes, one for the class having only 
eight or ten in its membership, and another for the 
class having a larger membership. It is made up to 
cover one month’s work on the six points. The 
teacher’s name is placed on the first line, as the teacher 
is graded on the same points the pupils are graded on. 
This report is made up in, the class on Sunday morn- 
ing, immediately following the opening exercises in 
the department or school, and just preceding the teach- 
ing of the lesson. In the Beginner, Primary, Junior, 
and Intermediate Departments, the teacher will make 
up the report. In the organized classes above the In- 
termediate Department, the secretary of the class 
makes up the report. -Where the Intermediate classes 
are organized the secretary can make up the report. 

In these larger classes, a small envelope or slip is 
used, carrying the name and address of each member 
of the class, with the six points to be checked by the 
individual member. The envelope costs more, but is 


preferable. The use of it will greatly increase the of-. 


ferings. This is done to save time. These envelopes 
are handed out to the members of the class as they 
assemble. After the class exercises, and after the 
president of the class has turned the work over to the 
teacher, the teacher will take his own envelope and 
lead the class in writing in their names and addresses, 
and in checking the points they are entitled to credit on. 
The offering will be inserted in the envelope by the 
class members and the collection plates passed to take 
up the envelopes. The secretary takes the envelopes 
and retires to the back of the room, where he ar- 
ranges them in order, and transfers the checking on 
the credit points to the class-card. This he does while 
the teacher is teaching the lesson. 

If the class is small, fifteen to twenty-five, one sec- 
retary can do the work—if larger, additional secre- 
taries will be needed. It will mean that some members 
of the class will have to forego enjoying the: lesson. 
But some member can well afford to forego hearing 
the lessons taught in order to render a service that 
will bring about better work by the entire school. 

These envelopes might also be used effectively among 
the Junior and Intermediate boys and girls. It has 
a tendency to impress the importance of the matter 
upon them to have them. write their names on the 
envelope and check themselves on the credit points 
as the teacher checks himself and calls out the differ- 
ent points. The teacher of the class may reserve 
the envelopes for his or her own records, if he is 
keeping a record book of the class for his own infor- 
mation — which is a fine thing to do. And, in order 
that this may be done, forms are made up for this 
system of records, so that on one side the names and 
addresses and other information about the members 
of the class may be carried, while on the other side the 
grades for the entire year may be kept. By the use of 
these envelopes teachers in the Junior a2@°.ntermediate 
classes can retain them, and grade their classes in 





"Oa 


their class-beoks at their own leisure.’ These books 
can also be used with the Young People’s and’ Adult 
classes, and with the Beginners and Primary classes. 
A binder in which the leaves can be inserted at ease, 
carrying the name of the pupil on one side anda form 
for keeping the grade of the pupil for cack month of 
the year on the other side, makes this part of it easy 
and effective. 

The teacher simply retains the envelopes, or slips 

for grading individual pupils, Sunday morning, after 
the grades have been entered upon the class card. They 
have served their immediate purpose, so that the 
teacher may retain them and at his leisure enter the 
credits in his loose-leaf book, which is his own per- 
sonal property. 
_ The records should be kept at the church office and 
im no case carried away, else they will soon be scat- 
tered abroad and available for no one. Let them be 
filed and kept in the office. 

For the Beginners and Primary Departments, the 
teacher will have to do the grading of the pupils, In 
those two departments we would only grade on four 
points : 

POS ihe T es oth cadvincownets 50 percent 
SR EE eS Serre eer eee ee 10 percent 
SEWN vig bs Mc yhas WS 4405 Kegs Cosabaenee 10 percent 
PEREICG ° WOUGE: | aves cveeceubeweevechieeds 30 percent 

100 percent 

Let memory, or handwork, or both, count here for 
“lesson study.” The grades having been made up on 
the class-cards, and the offering made, the class-card 
with the offering will be sent immediately by every 
class to the departmental secretary. A definite time 
should be decided upon when these reports are to be 
put into the hands of departmental secretaries. If 
the Sunday-school meets at 9.45 A. M., 10.20 or 10.30 
would be a suitable time, provided the checking in the 
classes has been properly done and the class report 
made out as it should be. If this is to be done prop- 
erly, accurately, and efficiently the superintendent of 
the department will need to keep these six points be- 
fore the department, and run over them briefly every 
Sunday morning, emphasizing the objective, which is 
every member of every class in the department making 
a hundred percent record. New members will be com- 
ing into the department from time to time, and it will 
be necessary to keep this matter before them. 


5. Departmental Secretary's Report Card.—The re- 
port card of the departmental secretary is also made 
in two sizes, one for small departments having only 
eight or ten classes, and another for larger depart- 
ments. The secretary of the department is expected 
to get a record of the total attendance in the class, 
total number on time, total number of offerings, amount 
of offering, number of Bibles, number of prepared les- 
sons, and the total number who expect to go imme- 
diately into the preaching service. If this class re- 
port has been properly made out in the class, the sec- 
retary will simply fill in the totals on the line, carry- 
ing the teacher’s name in columns provided for these 
different points. He will add these up and check his 
offering after which he will have the departmental re- 
port ready. The class-card carries the class report 
for the four or five Sundays, as the case may be. A 
new departmental report card is used for each Sunday. 
It should be dated, and the names of the classes and 
teachers entered already for Sunday morning. This 
should be done during the week. The departmental 
report, as soon as made up, which should be done as 
speedily as possible, is carried to the general secretary 
of the school. 

6. The General Secretary's Report Card—The gen- 
eral secretary, upon receiving the departmental sec- 
retaries’ reports from the different departments enters 


‘ the totals and adds up the columns of figures, after 


which his report is ready. It is a fine idea to have a 
blackboard, ruled to conform to this general secretary’s 
card, ard to have the report filled in on the blackboard 
and placed before the school, so that it can be seen by 
the entire school. And instead of reading out the re- 
port, the superintendent may from the blackboard call 
attention to any special things he may desire to empha- 
size about the report for the morhing. 

We have been discussing the record system as ap- 
plied “to the weekly or Sunday morning’s report. In 
another article we shall further discuss the record 
system, giving consideration to the monthly reports. 

Loncwoop, Fra. pe 


A New Year's Call on Baby 


URING the first week of the new year every one 

of the seventy or more babies: on the Cradle Roll 
of an Iowa Sunday-school received a call from one or 
two ladies of the church. Their object was this: the 
superintendent, a consecrated but busy woman, con- 
ceived the idea of starting each mother and baby out 
on the new year with prayer. She secured the assist- 
ance of a few of the most godly women of the church, 
and they visited at each home, going either singly or 
in pairs, After a little visit with the mother the re- 
ligious life of baby was tactfully introduced, and be- 
fore leaving mother and visitor knelt in prayer ask- 
ing for a blessing on baby and home during the year 
in which they had just entered. Surely this was-a 
beautiful way to start any year.—Elizabeth Williams 
Sudlow, Rock Island, Il. / 
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LESSON 1. JANUARY 4. CHRIST’S TRIUMPHAL ENTRY 


International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 19 : 20-44 
Golden Text.—Blessed is the King that cometh in the name of the Lord. —Luke 19: 38. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By W. Graham Scroggie 


Foreword 


HE value of this study will not mean the same 

’ to every one, The study is the same; therefore 

the difference must be in the individuals. If you 

read it hurriedly or carelessly you will get little or 

nothing out of if The writer has given attention to 

every Setail, and the reader who would desire the most 

benefit from it must do the same. Spend a moment 
or two now in prayer before you begin to read. 


The Historical Setting 


The general subject is “The Life of Jesus”; and 
that part of it which we are to study in the Quarter 
upon which we now enter is what is sg | called 
the Passion Week, together with the Forty Days of 
Resurrection Life, Pe | the Ascension. Get the per- 
spective of this period. If Jesus was born 5 B. C. 
(Andrews’ “Life of Our Lord’), and ascended A. D. 30, 
he would be from thirty-three to thirty-five years .f age 
when he returned to heaven. Of this period the Evan- 

elists are occupied chiefly with the events of the last 
orty-seven days, Matthew, Mark and Luke each giv- 
ing about one-third of their Records to these days, 
and John, one-half of his. p 

This means that these Memorabilia are written, un- 
der the guidance of the Spirit, to set forth at length, 
not the wonderful life of Jesus, private and public, 
but his redeeming work. His incarnation made that 
work possible, and his sinless life made it worthy, but 
Jesus is of consequence to the world, not because he 
came into it, and lived in it, but because he died for it. 
These Records, by where they place the emphasis, 
make that fact incontrovertibly certain; and so all 
your previous studies in the “Life” have been but the 
preparation for what now lies before us. This seven 
weeks is the most momentous period in the history 
of the whole universe. : 

It begins on a Sunday with Christ’s Triumphal 
Entry into Jerusalem. See Reference Material: Mat- 
thew 21:1-16; Mark 11: 1-11; John 12: 12-19. 

The Expository Meaning 

Verse 28.—Up to Jerusalem: that is, from Jericho. 

Verse 29.—Bethphage: not identified, near Bethany, 
on the southeastern slope of Maunt Olivet—TJwo of 
the disciples: which two, I wonder. 

Verse 30.—The village: «4. ¢., Bethphage; compare 
Matthew 21:1. Separate the seven details in this 
verse, 

Verse 31.—I/f: has the force of “when,” for it was 
certain they could not march off unchallenged with 
some one else’s beast. The owner of the colt must 
have been a disciple of Christ’s. The Lord of glory 
had need of the foal of an ass! Where in the Old 
Testament is this predicted? Jesus owned no prop- 
erty; he had no home of his own (Luke 9: 58), no 
beast of his own (text), and no grave of his own 
(Luke 23:53), yet he was the Creator and Lord of 
the Universe. 

Verse 32—Had Jesus made this arrangement pre- 
viously with the owner of the colt, or is this an evi- 
dence of his prescience? 

Verse 33.—Owners: literally, “masters”; more. than 
one, perhaps a man and his wife; both disciples, 

Verse 34.—They said just what- they were bidden 
(v. 31), as we ought always to do when it is the Lord 
who commands, 

Verse 35.—They: the first, and probably the second 
occurrence refers to the two disciples, but in verse 36 
the reference is to the people generally. 

Verse 37.—Works of power: Christ’s miracles, 

Verse 38.—This is the first public recognition of 
Jesus as the Jewish Messiah, and he accepts the tes- 
timony. 

Verses 39-44 are peculiar to Luke. 

Verse 30—Teacher: they called him that, but would 
not learn of him. The ignorant would have the en- 
lightened. rebuked for speaking the truth. 

Verse 40—If men do not praise Christ, nature does. 
Archeology is praising him to-da¥, when so many peo- 
ple are silent. 

Verse 41.—The city: Jerusalem.—Wept: wept-aloud ; 
not the same word as in John 11: 35. 

Verse 42—Thou: ¢. e:, Jerusalem, as representing 
the Nation—Peace: connect with peace in verse 38. 
—Buit now, they were self-blinded. 

Verse 43—Days shall come: referring to the de- 
struction of Jerusalem by the Romans m A. D. 70. 
This was literally fulfilled. 


Verse 44.—-Because thou knowest not: compare tf 


ra 


Devotional : Psalm 118: 21-29. 
Reference jal; Matthew 21: sani Mark zt: rez; John rat 


12-19, 


Primary Topic: A Great Crowd Praising Josue. 
Big HD 5 ke 19 : 29-38 ; Matthew 2r : 14-26, 
Menesy Verse :. Sing praises to God, sing praises.—Psa. 
baal Tome ieneial 3 Luke 19: 29- ,. 
Memory Verse: Blessed A the King that cometh in the name 


of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest.— 
Luke 19 : 38. 


and Senior Topic: Making Christ Gur King. 
ee fee omen Pencle wot kdehe The Rinesin of i 











The portion of the text indicated by the Internationa) 
esson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
. verses 29-40 
29 And it came to pass, when he drew nigh unto Beth- 
phage and Bethany, at the mount that is called Olivet, he 
sent two of the disciples, 38 saying, Go your way inte the 


he went, they spread their 377 
od Web Wed Sa GP Siiny SOSS SRS: Sree: of She 


buke thy disciples. 4¢@ And he answered and said, | tell 
you that, if these shall hold their peace, the stones will 
cry out. 

1Gr. powers 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 
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thou hadst known, verse 42.—The time of thy visita- 
tion: by God in and through the Christ. 


The Homiletical Form 

1.. THE PREPARATION. Verses 28-34. 
(1) The Master Commands (vs. 28-31). 
(2) The Servants Obey (vs. 32-34). 


2. THE Procession. Verses 35-40. 
(1) Jesus and his Friends (vs. 35-38). 
a) What they did (vs. 35, 36). 
b) What they said (vs. 37, 38). 
(2) Jesus and his Foes (vs. 39, 40). 
‘3 Their request (v. 39). 
(b) His reply (v. 40). 


3. THe Prepiction. Verses 41-44. 
(1) Christ’s Tearful Distress (v. 41). 
(2) Christ’s Solemn Declaration (vs. 42-44). 


The Topical Value 


1. Verses 29-40 tell of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem 
as the long predicted King of Israel. Read Zechariah 
9:9 to 10:12. It was the whole of that prophecy 
which Christ purposed now to fulfil; but on account 
of the action of the nation, through their representa- 
tives, only 9:9 was fulfilled. This does not mean that 
the Divine design has been frustrated, but that its re- 
alization has been delayed through unbelief. 

2, As Jesus approached the City “the whole multi- 
tude of the disciples” (v. 37) praised him. Where 
were all these professed disciples a few days later 
when their Master went to Calvary? It is easier to 
shout than to suffer. Endurance is better than en- 
thusiasm. Compare the first half of this Benediction 
(v. 38) with Psalm 118: 26; and the second part with 
Luke 2: 14. : 

3. The presence of Christ is a dividing factor, it 
sends people into opposite camps. (vs. 37, 39). Some 
will praise, and others will protest. Read John 7: 12. 

4. “This thy day” (v. 42). On this very day the 
sixty-ninth-of Daniel’s seventy weeks expired (Dan. 
Q@: 24-26a), and now, he says, shall “Messiah be cut 
off” (Dan. 9:26), which he was, five days later; and 
“the people’ (the Romans) “shall- destroy the city 
and the: sanctuary,” which they did, forty years later, 
A. D. 70, under Titus. ~ 


The Practical Aim 


“The Lord hath need” (vs. 31-34). Amazing fact! 
Read Acts 17:25; Psalm 50:9-12: Isaiah 40: 12-17 
and your wonder will be greatly increased. The Lor 
hath need of you. Do you believe that? 

In the hour of Christ’s need there are always those 
who are ready to respond, The King needs subjects, 
the Teacher needs pupils, the Master needs friends, 








the Leader needs oe the Captain needs soldiers, 
the Worker needs helps, the Friend needs company, 
the Sufferer needs sympathizers, the Lover needs de- 
voted men and women, His need is your opportunity. 

It is well to do (vs. 35, 36), and good to say (vs. 
37, 38), but best of all to be, 

Divine Love “wept-aloud” over an unrepentant peo- 
ple (v. 41). Have you ever really sorrowed for your 
own and others’sin? Sin is very costly (vs. 43, 44). 
It carries its consequences with it, and from 
there is no escape, except through Christ. 

_These people praised Christ, but they did not crown 
him; you crown him first, and then your praise will 
be music and not mere noise (Amos 5:23). Let Christ 
make a triumphal entry into the capital of your life 
to-day, if yow have not already let him, and say with 
your whole heart, “Blessed is the King that. cometh 
in the name of the Lord” (v. 38). 


Final Word- 


You cannot lead your scholars to a level of thought 
and experience higher the one you occupy. Have 
you.really studied this lesson? You cannot expect 
the Spirit to do for you What he has empowered and 
commanded you to do for yourself. Sweat your brain. 
But that alone will not avail; your best preparation 
must be soaked in prayer. Allure your scholars to 
brighter worlds, and lead the way. 


EpinsurcB, SCOTLAND. 
+ 3 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and 
searching character. They are written by several mem- 
bers of The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Scroggie, 
Professor Ellis, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the Associ- 
ate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried as- 
signing some of the questions to different members of 
your class, and letting them see whether they can dis- 
cover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT do you know of Bethphage and Bethany? 


2. How did Jesus prove his knowledge of prophecy 
in this incident? : 


3. What example of the stewardship of possessions do 
we find here? 


4 What do the Gospels tell us of Christ’s use of “bor- 
rowed” things during his lifetime? 
s. How many Gospels record the triumphal entry? 


6. How many of the accounts give the prophetic setting 
of the event? 


7- How do the facts here narrated in two ways set for- 
ever at rest any question as to Christ’s kingship? 

8 Why did Jesus choose the passover week for the dem- 
onstration of his kingly claims? _ 

9. Who swelled the crowds that day of Jesus’ kingly 
entrance into Jerusalem? 

10. How do we know children were in that procession? 

11. Why did Jesus weep over Jerusalem? 

12. Where do we read of him shedding tears of sympathy? 

13. If Christ knew that his nation would reject him why 
did he ride into Jerusalem as king? 

14. What vital fact may we learn from the spreading of 
their garments in the way by his followers? 

1s. Of what passage in the beginning of this Gospel does 
verse 38 remind you, and what impresses you as you read 
them together? 

16. What Psalm does this incident bring to mind? 

17. Can you weave the four actounts of this praise of 
our Lord and King into one hymn? 

18. Is it true that the multitude that shouted “Hosanna” 
shouted “crucify him’? 

19. What was the attitude of the rulers toward Christ as 
king? 

20. What was Jesus’ attitude toward the worship of the 
people? 

21. How have the “very stones” praised God in compara- 
tively recent times? 

22. How do we know that Jesus knew what his reception 
by the religious authorities in the city would be? 

23. Are the “days” referred to in’ versgo*s-aleady past, 
or to come? and Mepgeer 

24. If you were an artist, what details® (Bible 
of this scene could. you find in the ScriptWand, 4 

2s. When will Christ enter Jerusalem ag 


Answers to Last Week’s Qioes 


The answers to the lesson questions ay 
week are given on one of the later pages q 


% 
A handy reference catalogue of 


tian gvorkers will be sent you on req 
day School Times Gompany, Philaa 





































































































Lesson for January 4 
Luke 19 : 29-44 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charlies Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PrINnctIPLe OF CoRRELATION.—Connect with 
the lesson related truth from other sources. 











[- IS worthy of note that triumphal entry is re- 
corded in each of the four Gospels, and the account 
in Luke should of course be supplemented with the 
other accounts, and comparisons made if deemed suf- 
ficiently important. Then, too, reference should be 
made to the prophecy which the writers definitely 
speak of as focusing upon this event, namely, Zech- 
ariah 9:9. And it may be worth while to refer to 
such prophecies as I : } : 
understand the confusion in the Jewish mind relative 
to the King who was to come and also the fact that 
it was only after the Lord was glorified that even his 
own disciples understood that this event was a fulfil- 
ment of prophecy concerning their Lord, the King 
(John 12:16). What bearing also does the trilingual 
inscription on the cross have upon the significance of 
this event, and what relation fo his second adveht does 
this triumphal entry bear? 

The correlations with Scripture itself, both histor- 
ical and prophetic will doubtless be more than suffi- 
cient to occupy the class hour, but there are others 
available by way of comparison in the records of 
Josephus, for instance, of the military occupations of 
Jerusalem both before and after this peaceful entry 
of our Lord. And even down into recent days runs 
the history of such conquests with the striking con- 
trast between the spectacular entry of the Kaiser on 
his white charger and the humble entry on foot of 
General Allenby in his remarkable taking of the city 
during the Great War. But the sad fact is that he 
whose right it is to reign is not yet on his throne in 
the city of David which gave him only the title of 
king above a cross of shame. 

HunrtIncpon, Pa. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


President ing’s White Mule.—The Lord hath 
need of him (v. 31). The late President Harding in 
a speech to his home folks at Marion; Ohio, on the 
Fourth of July, said that on the first of July over 
forty years ago he had ridden into Marion a poor boy 
on a white mule. As he approached the then village 
the church bells were calling the people to mid-week 
prayer-meeting, “And,” said President Harding, “those 
bells were the sweetest music I have ever heard.” A 
poor country boy and a white mule in one of the last 
years of the nineteenth century and a poor country boy 
and a mule’s cousin in one of the first years of the first 
century. The, boy was father to the man. The 
old white mule gone into fertilizer years ago is 
now enshrined in the history of an outstanding Chris- 
tian President of the outstanding Christian Country, 
just as this young donkey of that far-gone day is 
enshrined in the history of the world’s Saviour. But 
here is the point of the paragraph: What one of God’s 
creations can we call commonplace and insignificant? 
The mule and the donkey to make a laugh? The 
traveler in the Far East has his picture taken“ astride 
the donkey to send home for fun. Yet God has use 
for even the ridiculous animals —and equally ridicu- 
lous folks —even perhaps you—and me! “Dumb as 
a mule,” “Don’t e an ass of yourself,” are every- 
day colloquialisms. Here are both in this paragraph 
ennobled in the hands of God (Rom. 14: 14). 


_ “God’s Country.”—Blessed is the king that cometh 
in the name of the Lord (v. 38). President Hard- 
ing rode into Marion that day in a big Pierce Arrow 
limousine that must have cost about $10,000. It was 
a hummer. I gave it a looking over one day as it 
stood in front of the White House. “I am just look- 
ing over OUR new car,” I said to the guard who came 
to see what I was up to. We both grinned and we 
both were proud of OUR new car! And as Presi- 
dent Harding rode into Marion the crowd cheered and 
the band played. A father bu his small boy on a 
horse’s back the other day, “Faver, where’s the emer- 
gency brake?” asked the boy. It is a totig call from 
that’ Palm 5S. yin old Jerusalem to that Fourth 
. hut will Mr. Darwin’s followers 
™™ been no evolution of the crowd 





irs, nor of the donkey, — yea, not 
brake! It is because this “Blessed” 
ame of the Lord we saw what we 
me of that Master’s true followers, 
his fine Christian character, not 
neighbors, but by his whole hun- 
loyal subjects. Yet some young 
women think it is “smart” to 
ligious. One of the country’s 
last week. He had no use for 
Showed he spake sincerely by 
y charity, nor did he remember 














9:6, 7 and 24:23 to help us” 
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a single one of his old servants. “His millions are 
willed equally to his children,” the newspapers said. 
But this sort are few in America. Jesus has made 
his triumphal entry into the hearts of this Great 
Country and, God has blessed it abundantly upon that 
very account. “God’s Country” is a whole lot more 


, than a mere colloquialism (Psa. 33: 12). 


The Daring of the Lord.—If these shall hold their 
peace, the stones will cry out (v. 40). Of course 
stones-can talk and talk eloquently — sometimes. When 
you visit Washington you will go out to Arlington and 
the stadium there will, say a word or two. You will 
also stop at the Lincoln Memorial and you are deaf 
indeed if. you do not hear it speak to you. While 
over yonder in Egypt the Sphinx and the Pyramids 
have been gabbling all down the centuries. never 
miss an opportunity to go through an old-time burying 
lace just to hear what the head stones have to say. 
he temptation right this minute is to repeat some of 
the things I have heard—but this is not the funny 
column (in spite of what some ribald Sunday-school 
folks say). A whole lot of my good friends, when 
they come to a passage like this, are mystified a little 
bit. They never went to college and studied rhetoric, 
and so do not know what hyperbole is — not even to 
pronounce the word correctly. But Jesus knew its 
value and did not hesitate to use it to emphasize the 
importance of this wonderful occasion in his Hfe— 
this introduction to his tremendous sacrifice now rap- 
idly drawing near. This great step to his “throne.” 
In other words, and never you forget it, our Master 
was, a is human. side always a man, using the life 
in which he lived as his life, and the talk of his time 
as his talk. Yea, if you will, he was a “flowery” 
speaker, yea, a sensational speaker even to setting 
dead stones to shouting (Matt. 19:24; 23: 24), ‘ 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 
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From My Greek Testament 


By Ernest Gordon 


F THOU hadst known, even thou, at least in this 
thy day (v. 42). Thy day is contrasted with the 
days of Israel’s enemies in verse 43. Thy day was 
the day of Christ’s presence. It is called the time of 


.thy visitation in verse 44. The word for “time,” 


kairon, has the original connotation .of opportune 
time,— opportunity. So “As we have therefore, 
kairon, opportunity, let us do good unto all men” (Gal. 
6:10): The time of thy visitation was for Israel 
coming to its close. The Greek word for “visitation” 
is episkope, a watching over. The next time we meet 
the word is in 1 Peter 2:22, where the apostle, ad- 
dressing the chosen generation who were to take 
Israel’s place, —- the peculiar people called out of Gen- 
tile darkness, — summons them to cause the world “to 
glorify God in the day of visitation.” : 

In verses 43 and 44 note the fourfold repetition of 
kai (and): “And compass thee round, and keep thee 
in on every side, and shall lay thee even with the 
ground, ...and... not leave in thee one stone.” It 
seems to be an echo of the fivefold kai of Luke 18: 
32, the preceding chapter: “And shall be mocked, and 
spitefully entreated, and spitted on: and they shall 
scourge him, and put him to death.” 


And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy 
children within thee (v. 44). Edaphiousi, the word 
translated “lay thee even with the ground,” is the 
word in Psalm 137: 9, “Happy shall he be, that taketh 
and dasheth thy little ones against the stones,” and 
the Lord no doubt realized it. Israel was to go into 
a new captivity far longer than that of Babylon, and 
the overture to the tragic drama would have in it 
all the motives of Nebuchadnezzar’s siege. The Ro- 
mans shall dash thee to the ground and all thy sons 
in thee. In thee, en soi. It is noteworthy that the 
people were assembled at the passover when the city 
was surrounded. The passover cry of all the people 

Matt. 27: 25) had been, “His blood be on us, and on 
our children.” 


New Hampton, N. H. 








+ 
Lesson Calendar 
The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1, January 4.—Christ’s Triumphal Entry ..Luke 19 : 29-44 
2. January 11—The Last Judgment ....Matthew 25 : 31-46 
5 January 18.—The Lord’s Supper .......... Luke 22 : 7-30 
4. January 25.—Jesus Comforts His Disciples. John 14 : 1-31 
5. February 1.—The Vine and the Branches ..John 15 : 1-27 
6. February 8—Christ’s Intercessory Prayer. John 17 : 1-26 


7. February 15.—Jesus in Gethsemane ..... Mark 14 : 32-42 
8. February 22.—Good Citizenship. (Temperance 

RD soc sic dak tns4 dae con bse cavece’ens Romans 13: 1-14 
9. March 1—Christ Before Pilate ........ Matthew 27 : 11-31 
10. March 8—The Saviour on the Cross ....Luke 23 : 33-46 
11..March 15.—Our Lord’s Resurrection. ...... John 20: 1-18 


12. March 22.—The Forty Days and the Ascension 
Luke 24 : 13-53 
13. March 29.—Closing Period of Christ’s Ministry 
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The Mlustration Round-Table / 


LL readers are ihvited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this ha tay 0nd ogo The full list oF lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 

Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
needed. 


The Password.—. .. Because the Lord hath need of 
him (v. 31). 
“Where two ways met” they tied the colt unridden, 
Perchance they could not say 
From which direction might they soon be bidden 
To send it forth that day, 


But either road if men should hasten, saying, 
“The Lord hath need,”—they know 
The password fixed on, and without delaying 
They wait to let it go. 


Say, soul of mine, hast thou a password ready? 
In case thy Lord to-day 

Should ask thy help, couldst thou with faith all steady 
Not question of the way? 


—From Anna Temple, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


Why the Jew Wouldn’t Sign.—The whole multitude 
of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with 
a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen 
(v. 37). <A certain fashionable family, whose resi- 
dence was near a church whose members worshiped 
God with great enthusiasm, drew up a petition to pre- 
sent to the city council stating that the church was a 
disturber of the peace. Thinking, of course, that a 
Jew would be quick to sign it, they took it first to him. 
But he said, “Gentlemen, I cannot sign it. If I be- 
lieved as do these Christians, that my Messiah had 
come, I would shout it from every housetop and on 
every street in this city with all the enthusiasm I could 
command —and nobody could stop me.”—Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Without Any Chance?—/f thou hadst known (v. 
42). God is very merciful, but he is just and right- 
eous as well. When men disregard warning and en- 
treaty, then law steps in. I remember when I was 
living some years ago in Burnley in Lancashire, a wo- 
man—a very good woman she was—told her hus- 
band, who had always kept aloof from things religious, 
about a man whom they both knew very well, having 
just died very suddenly. The man remarked, “What 
a terrible thing, to be called away like that without 
any chance of getting ready!” And this woman could 
not help replying: “Without any chance of gettin 
ready! Why, he has had fifty-four years of chances!” 
—From F, S. Kirkness, in the Sunday Circle. Sent by 
W. R. Clark, Redruth, Eng. 


His Lordship Our Peace.—The things which be- 
long unto thy peace (v. 42). Some may remember the 
troubles in Trafalgar Square, London, Eng., not many 
years ago. For a while everything was confusion and 
disorder. Even the Government itself was perplexed 
to know how to deal with the difficulty; not wishing 
to put aside free speech, yet fearing further trouble if 
liberty were turned into license. ow was the trouble 
settled? In a simple way,—by the assertion of the 
rights of the Crown over that area. The moment the 
rights of Queen Victoria were asserted there was peace 
and the cessation of disturbance. So it is in things 
spiritual. Christ’s lordship brings peace. Let the Lord 
Jesus exercise his crown rights over our life as the 
Lord of peace, and all must be well.—From the late 
Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas, in “The Power of Peace.” 
Sent by W. Haslam, Blackburn, Lancashire, Eng. Prize 
illustration. 


Shutting Him Out.—Thou knewest not the time of 
thy visitation (v. 44). There was an old Scotch wo- 
man who could not pay her rent, and the landlord said 
he would seize her goods. A good friend heard of 
it, and went to her house to give her money to save 
her property. He knocked, but could not get in. Next 
day he met her and told her of his visit. “Was that 
you?” she said with amazement; “I thought it was the 
officer coming to take my goods, and I had all the 
doors and windows barred, arid would not let him in.” 
So Christ comes and knocks. He knows our need and 
wants to bless or help us; and we bar our doors and 
keep him out, not knowing who he is, nor why he 
comes.—From Good Company. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


The Belated Cry.—Thou knewest not the time of 
thy visitation (v. 44). An old Scotch farmer had been 
approached again and again by the local representa- 
tive of a fire insurance company to protect his farm 
against fire. “Na, na!” the old man would reply, with 
a wise shake of his head. “Ma fairm ‘ull nae gang 
on fire!’ Then one fateful day the unexpected hap- 
pened. The neighbors were astonished to see uct 
farmer racing up and down the village street instead ot 
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helping to put out the flames. As he 
ran he shouted: “Sandy! Sandy! Whaur’s 
that insurance chap? It’s awfu’ that ye 
canna find a body when ye're needin’ 
him!"—Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, 
Yorks, Eng. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we would join with those who praise thee 
to-day in love and in adoration. We would 
be reminded of thy majesty, and thy king- 
ship. We would bow before thee in humility 
and loyalty, for we have known thy mighty 
works even in our own day. Thou-art in- 
deed our Saviour, but thou art also our 
Lord, and we would yield full and free and 
joyous allegiance to thee. In thy conquer- 
ing name we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—A young British 
officer of the navy waiderek into an e€van- 
gelistic meeting one night in one of the 
English coast towns. Shortly after the 
officer had taken his seat the leader of 
the meeting finished his address, and 
asked any one in the audience who be- 
lieved what he had been saying to put 
up his hand. No one moved. He put 
the plea again, and still no one moved. 
Then ke said, “Do you mean that there 
is really nobody in the room that believes 
that what I have been saying about the 
Lord Jesus Christ is true?” That was 
too much for the young officer. He had 
never made a public confession of Christ 
before, but felt that he must speak out, 


Jesus Rejecvep 
BY ME? 














so he put up his hand and said, “I believe 
that it is true.” That was the beginning 
of his long service for the Lord in more 
than one land. He is to-day a great 
power in meetings, and in personal work, 
and is an officer of high rank. Jesus 
said to the Pharisees that if those who 
were —s him as he came into Jeru- 
salem should hold their peace, and be 
silent, the stones would cry out. The 
heart that had been a heart of stone did 
cry out in that evangelistic meeting years 
ago. How about you,—you who have 
not yet praised the Lord for his love 
for you, and his goodness to you? Don’t 
you sometimes feel that you just can’t 
stand it any more, and are there not times 
when, in the midst of others’ indiffer- 
ence, you feel that you must simply come 
right out in the open and accept him as 
your Lord and Saviour? What a tri- 
umphal entry he would have in this 
Sunday-school to-day if all of us who 
have not already confessed him were to 
cast our lives at his feet, and i him 
before we leave this service! t us 
pray. 5 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Praise Him evermore.” 

“All hail the power of Jesus’ name” 
“Blessed be the Name.” 

“Holy is the Lord.” 

“Holy, Holy, Holy.” 

“King of kings.” 

“Jesus, and shall it ever be.” 
“Oh, for a thousand tongues.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,”" published by 
*the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Repeat the Message” (109 : 1-3). 
Psalm 48 : 8-14. 
“God's Own City” (174 : 1-3) 
Psalm 87:2, 3, 5, 6 
“My Soul is Longing” (166 : 1-3). 
Psalm 8% : 1-14. 
“Ye Everlasting Doors” (so : 1-3). 
. Psalm 24 : 1-10. 
“Praise His Matchless Worth” (145 : 1-3). 
Psalm 68 : 18-20, 32-35. 
“This is the Day” (235 : 1-3). 
Psalm 118 : 19-26. 


bd 


You will find Dr, Pace’s book, “Chris- 
tian Cartoons,” invaluable by way of il- 
lustration. It may be had from The Sun- 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mes. Eleanor B. Hatton 


Note by the Editor.— Mrs. Hatton is a Christian 
mother who has taught children in the public 
schools, has had charge of the children's societies 
in her own church, and has for years taught both 
children and mothers in the Sunday-school. She 
has noticed the frequent lack of emphasis, in Sun- 
day-school lesson helps, on the Atonement, the 
New Birth, and other deep and precious truths 
that children eagerly receive when given an op- 
portunity. Of a boys’ class that she teaches she 
writes: ‘It is a joy to see the real interest they 
show in the deep, sweet truths of redemption, 
which I have tried to point out to them in the 
covenants, the types, the sacrifices, and prophe- 
cies, I keep a roll of the class with my prayer 
lists, and b par daily that they may be saved.” 
Readers The Sunday School Times will wel- 
come her fresh, spiritual help ‘For Primary 
Teachera,"’ to continue every week on the Uni- 
form Lessons. 


ET us tell the class how an Enemy, 

admitted by those in authority 
(Adam and Eve), entered the Master’s 
Kingdom long ago, bringing sin, sick- 
ness, sorrow, and death into the once 
happy realm of earth’s rightful King. 
The King, in planning to win back his 
kingdom, promised long ago to visit his 
people, bringing healing for the sick, sight 
for the blind, and liberty for the cap- 
tives. Finally he came, and lived among 
the people a beautiful, friendly, helpful 
life, doing all the wonderful things he 
had promised. 

But the rulers, who should have re- 
ceived him gladly and welcomed him 
as theif <cig g King, listened to 
the Enemy’s lies, and closed their eyes 
to his glory, and shut their hearts against 
his love. 

In this week’s lesson the King is of- 
fering himself to them again, and a mul- 
titude of people, coming up to Jerusa- 
lem to a great feast follow him on his 
triumphal entry into his capital city. Let 
us help the children to see the King him- 
self, creator of all the worlds, riding upon 
a little untamed colt which responded 
to his touch and obeyed his voice. The 
little dumb creature knew the King bet- 
ter than the rulers did. 

Now look at the multitude, waving 
the palms of victory, throwing their gar- 
ments down for the King to ride over 
while they sing ‘“Hosannah!” (“Save 
now!”) Many of these. people had never 
seen the King before, and sang just be- 
cause the others were praising him. But 
others sang because the King had made 
them glad. He had spoken loving words 
of fore’ s to some of them. He had 

aured health to the sick, sight to the 
blind, and called some back from the 
grave. 

If we had stood by the roadside and 
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watched the triumphal procession s 
by, we might have-seen a little girl in 
the happy throng, running and skipping 
along, singing from her very heart. 

we had asked her why she was so hap 
she might have told us that once she 
had been so sick that she had died, and 
left her father and mother. heart-broken, 
but that the King came and took her by 
the hand, and said: “Little darling, wake 
up!” The little girl had heard this lovely 
voice, and now she loves to sing his 
praise, 

A few days before this triumphal entry 
some mothers had brought their children 
to the King for his blessing. His friends 
thought he was too busy, and sent them 
away, but the King called them back, 
took the children in his arms and blessed 
them, and said they belonged to his 
kingdom. So now these mothers and 
the children praise the King, because they 
love him. 

We must tell now of another part of 
the story. As the rejoicing throng moved 
around a bend in the road the City Beau- 
tiful came into full view, and when the 
King looked.at it he wept, and said that 
its enemies would destroy all of its beau- 
tiful buildings, and lay the city Jow, with 
all of its children, because its proud 
rulers were rejecting its rightful King. 

But we must not forget to tell of the 
glad day when’the Enemy’s reign shall 
end, and the rulers shall join with the 
multitude and the children singing, 
“Blessed is the King that cometh in the 
name of the Lord, peace in heaven, and 
glory in the highest!” 

Curnton, S. C. 

13 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week - 
1. Jesus presenting himself as King— 
his “hour.” 

2. The people’s response—his praise 
in song. 

3. Your praise to your Saviour — wor- 
ship in song. 











ESUS had spoken often of-his “hour” 
refusing public recognition or ac- 
claim on more than one occasion on 

that ground. But now, entering Jerusa- 
lem in a way that exactly fulfilled the 
prophecy of its coming King, he pre- 
sents himself in kingly fashion and ac- 
cepts, without rebuke, the praises shouted 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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by the throngs to their King who has, at 
last come in the name-of the Lord. It 
was indeed his hour —the hour for open 
acceptance of their King by the authori- 
ties of his people. 


2. But was it, as we call it, a “tri- 
umphal” entry into the capital city of his 
fathers? What measure of triumph was 
there in it for him or his followers? Only 
more bitter criticism from the priests and 
scribes, in the temple; and, within the 
week, a complete revulsion from praise 
to condemnation on the part of the mul- 
titudes who came out to meet the incom- 
ing procession of his followers. Surely, 
though, there were in_that throng many 
whose song-of praise was from the heart. 
Did he not himseif say of the children’s 
share in it, that it was “perfect” praise, 
“praise to perfection,” as Moffatt trans- 
lates it? Can we doubt that such praise 
was sweet to his ears and welcome to his 
heart? Did he not say the very stones 
would cry aloud should he silence such 
true worship — the one time he was ever 
worshiped, in concerted praise, by a 
group, while he tived the life of man? 

3. How much are you doing to lead 
your girls to so express their love for 
this Saviour? How much do they really 
worship in song and how much do they 
love so to worship? If the conditions of 
your class (time and room) permit, you 
would do well to spend half this lesson 
period in a service of songs that speak 
his praise — singing those the girls them- 
selves suggest, spontaneously, as the ones 
about Jesus Christ which they love best 
—perhaps only a verse of each, from 
memory, and only those that sound the 
note of joyful praise to our Lord and 
King. Do you think Jesus will care 
to have your girls so worship him, to- 
gether, in song? s he care whether 
they sing in all our public worship serv- 
ices? Does he care how they sing? Did 
he care that long ago day? - 


Home Study 

Take your hymn-book (have you one 
of your own?) and from it make a list 
of the hymms about Jesus you already 
love; memorize gne, every week, by sing- 
ing it to yourself over and over. Make 
it your praise to him. - 

Decatur, Ga. 


Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class. 


— 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: “My saddle horse.” 

Discussion: Explain how one can 
possess something he does not own, as 
for instance being in possession of .a 
rented house, or automobile. Have the 
fellows list their possessions. How 
many of these can be used by the Mas- 
ter if yielded to him? 

Objective: A surrendered life. 











AY, fellows, one of the meanest days 
I ever had was the day when a man 
came to our house and took Bill, “my 
saddle horse,” away. It seemed the most 
outrageous thing that ever happened. But 
I learned a lesson which was good for 
me. It was this way: Bill was a good, 
all-around horse: good saddler, good for 
the plow, or the wagon. He had come 
to our little farm from a neighbor who 
had a big farm six miles away. I did 
not know the.circumstances, and was too 
young to care; I only knew that Bill was 
gentle enough for me to ride him, and 
when he was not needed for work about 
the place, he was “my saddle horse.” 
The man came and called for the horse, 
and to my utter disg d_ despair, my 
father let Bill go wit@fials an af pro- 
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. was and is the owner of all created things, 


. it. He calls for your heart — your very 


he has permitted you to hold in “pos- 










’ Lesson for January 4 


Luke 19 : 29-44 


soul, and I resiened as best I could my 
“possession” of Bill. 

Now, fellows, if you have had even 
the hint of a thought that our Lord was 
doing that-man an injustice by sending 
for his colt, with ‘no other~ explanation 
than that “The Lord hath need of him,” 
just remember that the Lord Jesus Christ 


he being the Creator. For “all things were 
made by him; and without him was not 


any =_ made that was made” (John } 
a 5 h 


I é silver and the gold are his, 
and the cattle upon a thousand hills. Not 
only those things which you and I pos- 
sess are his, but we ourselves belong 
to him; not only by right of creation, but 
also by the right of redemption: “Ye are 
not your own, for ge are bought with a 
price .. .” (1 Cor. 6219, 20). | 

Jesus Christ calls for your time. The 
Master “hath need of it. 
your money. The Master hath need of 


life. The Master hath need of it. That 
is sufficient. , 

And what will he do with these things, 
fellows? Why, he will make his tri- 
umphal entry with them. Entry where 
—did you ask? First, his triumphal en- 
try into your own consciousness, into 
your own surrendered life. Then through 
that he will make his triumphal entry 
into the hearts of others. Only a sur- 
rendered-to-Jesus life can be used of him 
to build his kingdom, and enthrone him- 
self in the hearts of men. 

And, believe mé, fellows, it will be a 
glad day for you when you can see the 

ing coming into his own by the use of 
that which you have yielded to his serv- 
ice—a wonderful day. In his goodness 


session” some very usable things — youth, 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the Lesson of December 28) — 

1. Seven lessons on the doings and five 
on the teachings of Christ. 

2. By direct statement of the Word itself, 
by Peter’s confession, by the transfiguration 
experience, by the miracle-working power 
of the Lord. 

3. One (the story of the Prodigal Son is 
not given as a parable, nor is the story of the 
Good Samaritan). 

4- Lessons g§ and 9. 

gs. Lesson 8 The Transfiguration. 

6. Lesson 11. The Raising of Lazarus. 
Jesus wept. 4 

zy. Lesson 2, The Sermon on the Mount. 

8. Lessons 3, 5, and 9. The Sower; the 
Prodigal; the Good Samaritan. 

g. Lesson 1x. »- The Raising of Lazarus. 

10. That they were to “Go not into the way 
of the Gentiles,” nor were they to “Enter 
into any city of the Samaritans.” 

11. The fifth, sixth, and seventh. 

12. It only occurs in Matthew, which is 
the Gospel having to do with the King and 
the kingdom. 

13. Matthew 16 : 18. i 

14. He says “Upon this rock I will build 
my church.” This is future tense. 

15. “The kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
When he saw he was rejected by the nation, 
he foretold the Church, and began to teach 
his disciples definitely about his death and 
resurrection. 

16. Tremendous crowds came from far and 
near, sa that he had to go out in the country 
to teach-them. A few accepted, the vast 
majority rejected his teaching. 

17. The parable; first, to make his disciples 
dig for the truth; second, to keep the prej- 
udiced and bigoted from understanding. 


Sanhedrin into the Apostolate, but it took 
a miracle to win him. 


19. To die for a lost world, “Ought not 
Christ to have suffered?” 


20. His perfect understanding of human 
nature, his perfect control over material 
nature, his perfect accord with the spirits 
cf heaven (heavenly nature) are revealed 
in his doings in the choosing of the twelve, 
the stilling of the storm and feeding the 
thousands, restoring sight and raising th 
dead, taking his body of glory and speaking 
with Moses and Elijah on the Mount. of 
Transfiguration. 


21. He established the principles of all 
Christian living, in his sermon .on_ the 
mount; in the three parables of the sower, 
the lost son, and the good Samaritan he 
gave us perfect jewels of divine wisdom in 
such homely dress that they have fit every- 
day life in every age and land; in his plain 
description, in detail, of his sufferings yet 
to be inflicted, he proved himself a prophet, 
as he was later in the bearing of them, our 
sacrifice and then our priest. 


2z. He had multitudes of enthusiastic fol- 
lowers, some warm friends, and was widely 
popular throughout all Galilee; but he had 
also many bitter and increasingly watchful 
enemies among the religious authorities in 
Judea, both movements growing stronger, 
side by side, clashing like opposing air cur- | 
rents, around him until the final crash came, 
when his enemies gained their end. 


23. Several times it -is mentioned that he | 
withdrew into some secluded place for long 
hours of prayer, both before and after time | 
of stress and strain with the crowds, whether 
they sought him in love or in criticism, It 
must have been his custom—his source of 
rest and power. 

24. The Sodidhslelaeed bea confession of 
their faith in him as the very Son of God, 
by the chosen apostles, voiced by Peter, 
after which— never before—he “began” to | 
reveal the ultimate aim of his life on earth 








18. Because, no doubt, of their unbelief in 
him. Paul, later, came probably from the 





strength, a spirit for work, for sacrifice, 
some money or property perhaps, influ- 
ence, education, skill of some kind — but 
always something he can use in a tri- 
umphal entry. 

When the King comes a-riding, fel- 
lews, will you recognize in his hands: 
something you have yielded? 

GreenssBoro, N.C, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





Preparing for C4r/sés 
Triumphal Entry 
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|| The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 
Lesson 66. January 4. Two Decrees of Cyrus and Darius. Ezra 1-5 


Golden “ext —Saith the Lord, who maketh these things known from 
of old.—Acts 15: 18 


—to die in Jerusalem, to “give his life a 
ransom for many.” 


























Lesson Calendar 


+ The complete list of “‘ Whole Bible Les- 
sons” on the Old Testament, running from 
October 7, 1923 to March 29, 1925, and giv- 

pture references 
only, may be had from The Sunday School 

Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 

phia, at 3 cents a copy, or $2 a hundred. 

| Tenth Period—Restoration 

67. Jan. 11.—Confirmation of Decrees. Ezra 6-10 

68. Jan. 18.—Nehemiah’s Call ...Nehemiah 1-3 

69. Jan. 25.—Restoration of Walls of Jeru- 

BOURNE . a6aiccaccadecneinceseianeo GONNA. 4°, 
70. Feb. 1.—Restoration of the Law 


Nehemiah 8-13 
| Supplemental 
| gt. Feb. 8—Conspiracy of Haman ..Esther 1-4 
72. Feb. 15.—Esther’s Conquest ...Esther 5-11 
73. Feb. 22.—The Word of God ...... Psalm 119 
74. Mar. 1.—The Vision of the Cross .Isaiah 53 
75. Mar. 8—Commission and Command 
OF FOUG 81 Tesi es ecw ds obsevsleed Jonah 1-4 
¥6. Mar. 15.—Daniel’s Wisdom ..... Daniel 1, 2 
77. Mar. 22.—Message of Malachi ....Mal. 1-4 
78. Mar. 29—Habakkuk’s Prayer and Its 
BUBWES: ccicccecenccdessoesccceses «-+-Hab. 1-3 


How to Master This Lesson 


By Frank W. Lange 


| Registrar of the Evangelical Theological 
College of Dallas, Texas 


| Introduction 

ORE than one hundred and seventy 

years earlier than the events of the 
lesson; just after Israel went into cap- 
tivity (2 Kings 17:6) and while Mero- 
dach-baladan (2 Kings 20: 12-19) was 
stirring up trouble for Assyria; God, 
through Isaiah, named Cyrus (Isa. 44: 
24 to 45:7) and outlined the events’ of 
his reign, which were literally fulfilled. 
Historical Setting 

The Babylonian monarchy lasted sev- 

enty years (Jer. 27:7; 25:11, 12), then 
the Medo-Persian began (Dan. 2: 37-39; 
5:25-28; 7:4, 5). Also, it was seventy 








years from the captivity’s beginning to 
the beginning of the restoration (2 Kings 


24:1; Ezra 1:13; Jer. 29:10), as from 
the first temple’s destruction (2 Kings 
25: 9) to the completion of the second 
(Ezra 6:15). 
Geography 

Because of the slow travel of those 
days it took from four to five months 
for messengers to go from Palestine to 
the seat of Medo-Persian government at 
either Babylon or Ecbatana (Achmetha, 
Ezra 6:2). This explains how the ne- 
gotiations of the conspirators (4: 5-7) 
proceeded so slowly to the end that they 
sought (4: 23, 24). 
How to Study this Lesson 


The Word of the Lord: (1) God 
never permits his Word to fail (1: 1). 
(2) As, almost two centuries’ earlier, he 
had dictated a message to Cyrus (Isa. 
45:1), it. is reasonable to believe that 
through that message he “stirred up” his 
spirit; perhaps Daniel showed it to him 

an. -¥4 213; 6:28; 10:1). (3). The 
Word succeeded (Ezra 5:1, 5; 6:14). 

The People of the Lord: Only those 
“whose spirit God had raised” accepted 
the God provided opportunity (1:5); of 
these, some could not show their descent, 
yet had a heart for God (2: 59, 62); all 
just average folk— fearful: (3:3), re- 
joicing (3: 11), weeping (3:12), quitters 
(4:24), selfish (Hag. 1:2-4). Most 
however, preferred to stay behind at ease. 


The House of the Lord: They built 
only the temple (1:2, 3),.a later decree 
concerned the city (Neh. 2:5, 8, 17, 18). 
Altar and offerings could not wait for the 
house (3:2-6). Years elapsed between 
foundation. laying (3:11; 4:23, 24) and 
building the walls (5:2, 16; 6:15). This 
temple had a greater destiny than Solo- 
mon’s (Hag. 2: 3, 9; John 2: 13-17; Luke 
19: 45). 

Separation : God’s people rightly re- 
fused assistance (4: 1-3; comp. Neh. 8: 
1, 2; Deut. 7:2; Josh. 2:2) from those 


ticularly they show 


who were but idolaters (2 Kings 17: 32, 


* 795 
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incurred an enmity that lasted for cen- 
turies (Luke 9: 53; John 4:9). Separa- 
tion was made the basis for participation 
in the passover feast (6:21, 22). 


Accusation : Resenting the return from 


exile, the people of the land became “ad- 
versaries” (4:1; comp. 3:3). The He- 
brew word translated “accusation” (4: 6) 
is from the word translated “Satan” (ac- 
cuser)> and back of the opposition was - 
Satan resisting God’s plan for the _Re- 
deemer’s birth. The accusation (4: 11-16) 
is plainly Satanic, a subtile mixture of 
truth and error. 


Dedication : “They builded, and fin- 


ished,” not as free servants of God but 
as subjects to heathen kings (6:14). 
Few in number and principally of Judah 
and Benjamin (4:1), Ps they sacrificed 
for all twelve tribes (6: 

temple service was observed in its di- 
vinely prescribed forms (6:18). Joy 


17). Again, the 


flowed from obedience (6:16) as ever 


it: does. 


Other Scripture 
It is of special importance to read 


| the prophecies of Haggai and Zechariah 
with this lesson; they show the charac- 


ter of the people at this period, but par- 
God’s gracious atti- 
tude to them. Perhaps Daniel heard of 
the opposition and was moved to prayer 
(Dan. 10: 1-3). 


Reference Literature 


Articles on Ahasuerus, Artaxerxes, 
Cyrus, Darius, Samaritans, Zerubbabel in 
“A Dictionary of the Bible,” by John D. 
Davis, D.D. (Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia, $4). 

“Christian Worker’s Commentary,” by 
James M. Gray, D.D. (The Sunday 
School Times Co., Philadelphia, $3). 
Datias, TEx. 

i 


For Intermediate Teachers 
By Elizabeth C. Torrey 


oe captives were in Babylon seventy 
years, —as had been foretold. by the, 
prophets. They enjoyed a great degree 
of freedom, and settled down to build 
a real colony there (Jer. 29). Daniel 
was among them,—one of the first to 
come,—and Ezekiel, the man to whom 
God gave so many visions (Ezek. 1: 1, 2). 
Jehoiachin himself, the ex-king, was at 
first imprisoned; but afterward he was 
allowed to rule over the captives. This 
was when Evil-merodach, the successor 
to Nebuchadnezzar, came to the throne. 

Weak rulers followed Evil-merodach as 
kings of Babylon: Nergal-sharezer, con- 
spirator against him (Jer. 39:3); Na- 
bonidus; and his son Belshazzar, — the 
et possibly co-regent with him (Dan. 
past a : 

Cyrus of Persia now came forward in 
history. At first he had submitted to 
the Medes (locate on map) —those peo- 
ple of the Japhetic race (Gen. 10:2) 
whose king, Cyaxares I, we have learned 
of in connection with the joint attack of 
Babylon and Media against Assyria. 
Later Cyrus conquered Media, under 
Astyages. He also won against Lydia, 
under Croefus, — as well as Mesopotamia, 
Asia Minor, and the remaining Eastern 
hordes (cf. Ezra 1:2). Then he turned 
his attention to Babylon, finding little re- 
sistance in the reigning Nabonidus and 
Belslazzar. He was apparently assisted 
in this conquest by Darius the Mede, son 
of Ahasuerus I (Dan. 9:1; 5:30; 6:1), 
who was possibly identical with Cyaxares 
JI (known as son of Astyages). At any 
rate, Darius, the Mede, seemed to take 
entire control of the Babylonian empire, 
which thus fell into his hands in 539 B. c. 

In 538 Cyrus issued the edict to the 
Jews described in our lesson (cf. 2 Chron. 
36: 22, 23). It is thought that he pos- 
sibly had read Isaiah’s prophecy about 
himself (Isa. 44: 28). In accordance with 
his commands, a small number of Jews 
returned to Jerusalem. This included 
many heads of houses, priests, and Le- 
vites, under the leadership of Sheshbaz- 
zar (or Zerubbabel). They built an altar 
to God, and kept their various feasts. 
In the second year of their return, they 
laid the foundation of the temple amid 
great rejoicing. It was to those who 








33, 41) in spite of pretenses; thus they 


were aged enough to have seen the old 
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temple an occasion to make their hearts 
full, and they wept for joy. 

But work on the temple was suddenly 
stopped by some “adversaries of the land, 
— evidently. among those brought in by 
Esarhaddon, The account says the ac- 
cusation was made to a king of Persia 
called Ahasuerus — probably Ahasuerus 
II, identical with Cambyses, son and suc- 
cessor of Cyrus; and then later, it says 
a letter was written to Artaxerxes, — 
not the famous one, probably, but an im- 
poster identical with Smerdis, who fol-. 
lowed Cambyses. This makes the order 
of kings of Persia: Cyrus, Cambyses, 
Smerdis, and Darius I; and history sup- 
ports this succession. 

Darius I, son of Hystaspes, will be 
recalled as the one so sadly defeated by 
the Greeks in the Battle of Marathon. 
He was a wise ruler, and reorganized 
his empire into “satrapies.” It was up 
to the time of his reign that the work 
on the temple was stopped. 

At the suggestion of two prophets, 
Haggai and Zechariah (see their books), 
Zerubbabel the leader, and Joshua the 
priest, were encouraged to attempt again 
to build the house of the Lord. But the 
governor Tattenai, learning of this en- 
terprise, inquired by what right they did 
it. This gave them opportunity to tell 
of the decree of Cyrus. Tattenai imme- 
diately wrote to Darius to see if ‘he could 
find such a document. Search was made, 
the decree was found, and Tattenai in- 
structed not to stop the work, but rather 
help it along. Thus the temple was fin- 
ished, and its completion celebrated with 
much ceremony in the feast of the pass- 
over. 


Dayton, Onto. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Kate Tariton 


Heo“ many of you have had a part 
in building a house for God? Apply 
this lesson to your local church and 
work. Teach that the Lord wants chil- 
dren to make offerings for building 
churches and Sunday-school buildings for 
teaching and preaching his Gospel both 
at home and “to the uttermost part of 
the earth.” 

Solomon built the beautiful house for 
God at Jerusalem. He used his riches 
and also the rich materials his father 
David had gathered. But with the beau- 
tiful church for worship and God's great 
blessings upon them the Jews turned to 
false gods and worshiped them until God 
had to punish them. When we read 


Jeremiah 25:11, we see that God told. 


his le that for seventy years they 
should in captivity and live with the 
heathen in Babylon. There they were 
made to realize the awfulness of idolatry 
and were “cured” 

At the end of seventy years Cyrus was 
king of Persia. The Lord told him to 
go up to Jerusalem and build again His 
house which had been destroyed. So 
Cyrus sent a letter to all the Jews tell- 
ing them what: the Lord wanted him 
to do. There was a message for all the 
Jews who wanted to go back to get ready 
for the journey. Read Ezra 1: 1-4. 

King Cyrus told those who did not 
want to go to make “free will offerings” 
for the building of God’s house. They 
gave silver and gold, goods and animals. 
They gathered the golden vessels which 
had been carried away from Jerusalem 
and took them also. 

Forty-two thousand three hundred and 
sixty started on the journey besides seven 
thousand servants. There was a very 
long procession of horses, camels and 
beasts of burden. They were a happy 
people because God had forgiven their 
sin, and they were journeying toward 
the land God had given them many 
years before. 

It took them several months to make 
the journey and get settled in their homes 
and farms. Then the: first thing they 
did was to set up an altar and worship 
the Lord. “As it is written in the law 
of Moses the man of God.” They read 
the Bible and obeyed the Word’of God. 
for God. They gathered lumber, digged 
large stones out of the hills for the foun- 
dation, and rejoiced as they did the work. 





- THE SUNDAY 


When the builders had laid the foun- 
dation of the house of the Lord they 
announced a meeting for prayer and 
praise. Read to class, verse 11. 

Close by talking to the children about 
our churches to-day. Why do we make 
offerings? What are churches for? 
What would your city be like if you had 
no churches? God uses churches for the 
teaching and preaching of his Word. The 
Gospel. of .Christ is the power of God 
unto salvation. Use the Great Commission 
in Matthew 28: 18-20. Jesus -Christ es- 
tablished the church. 


Memory Verses 


Cradle Roll: Ezra 3:110, “And they 
sang together.” 

Beginners: Ezra 3: 11a, “And they sang 
together ... in praising and giving 
thanks.” 

Primary: Ezra 3:11b, “And all the 
people shouted with a great shout, when 
they praised the Lord, because the foun- 
dation of the house of the Lord was laid.” 

Fort Worrs, Tex. 





(7 The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





January «1. How to Read the Bible Help- 
fully. Psa. 19: 7-14; Matt. 7 : 24-29. 
January 18. Friendliness as Expressed 
through Medical Missions. Acts 14 :8- 

18; Matt. 4:23, 24. 

January 25. Our Society’s Part in Our De- 
nominational Programme. Rom. 12: 3-13. 
(Denominational Day. Beginning Chris- 
tian Endeavor Week.) 

February 1. Christian Endeavor as an Ex- 
pression of Friendliness. - Phil. 2: 1-11. 
(Christian Endeavor Day. Decision Serv- 
ice.) 





Sunday, January 4 
How Can We Develop the Spirit of 
Friendliness? (Prov. 18 : 24; 27 : 
6, 9, 10; 1 Sam. 18 : 1-4) 
(Consecration meeting.) 





Mon.—By living in the Spirit (Gal. gs: 
16, 22-26). 

Tues.—By following Jesus (1 John 1 :6, 
7). 

Wed.—By exercising sympathy (Luke 7 : 
11-17). 

Thurs.—By helping the poor (1 John 3: 
16-19). 

Fri.—By respecting others (Rom. 12 : 3- 


9). 
Sat.—By “thinking ne evil” (: Cor. 13: 
4-7). 


—_— does Christian brotherhood mean 
to us 
How did Jesus manifest his friendliness? 
How can Christian Endeavor advance in- 
ternational friendship? 


Teo HIS disciples of old the Master 
said, “I call you not servants ... but 
I have called you friends” (John 15:15), 
and it is from him alone that we, to-day, 
can learn the secret of true friendship, 
Read 1 Corinthians 13 for God's stand- 
ard of a friend. 

It is easy to love the strong, the noble, 
the true, and the gifted, but friendship 
is more than this. A boy once defined 
“friend” as “a feller what knows all 
about yer and likes yer just the same.” 
It is only the love of the Lord. Jesus 
Christ in our hearts that can enable us 
to love the unlovely, the dull and the 
mean, for his sake. 

The more intimate our relationship to 
Christ, the more will this miracle be 
worked out in our hearts. 

we 


The Gospels are full of incidents of 
the love and friendliness of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. As he went about Judea 
and_ Galilee no plea was ever too faint 
to catch his ear. Never was he too busy 
or too weary to do a kindly deed. It 
made no difference whether it was the 
powerful centurion’s daughter or the poor 
widow's son that needed his miraculous 
power. To the rich young ruler and 











ito the Samaritan woman he was equally 
Then they prepared to build the house | 2. al 


courteous and kind. Yet through it all 
ran the concern, not merely for their 
bodily healing, but for their spiritual 
welfare. 
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Then, too, he was never too tired nor 
too busy to think of the comfort of 
others, One time it was the hunger of 
a multitude and another it was the weari- 
ness of his own disciples. _ Yet never 
was he indulgent when severity was 
needed. 

Never did he seek a friendship that he 
did not also seek to minister to the real 
need. 

Never did he allow his friendships to 
interfere with his fellowship with God 
the. Father. 

: . 


As individual Christians or as an or- 
ganized group of Christians we may have 
a definite part in the advancement of in- 
ternational friendship. The prompt ac- 
tion of the American people in rushing 
aid to stricken. Japan during the recent 
earthquake was of untold value in pro- 
moting a friendly feeling in the hearts 
of the Japanese. Relief work, such as is 
carried on by the American Red Cross 
and the Near East Relief and similar 
organizations, is a vital factor in inter- 
national friendship, and we all have an 
opportunity to share in this work. Medi- 
cal missions and educational work in the 
foreign fields are inspiring the confidence 
and winning the friendship of other na- 
tions. 

But above and beyond these humani- 
tarian services is our privilege of spread- 
ing the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Only as the nations come to know him 
will our international relationship reach 
the high plane of true Christian friend- 
ship. 

2 “ 


How am I measuring up to Gcd’s standard 
of Christian brotherhood in 1 Corinthians 13? 

Am I allowing differences of circumstances 
or position to affect my friendships? 

For whom am I seeking friends, — for my- 
self, or for the Lord Jesus Christ? 





[ Children at Home | 





Soft Stingers 
By Etta Cornelia Squier 


OE KNAPP and Bert Nelson lay flat 
on their stomachs on the little dock at 


arms overhanging, anxiously watched 
their fish lines as they trailed below them 
in the water. The incoming tide swung 
them about a bit, and Bert began draw- 
ing his up to see if the bait was all 
right. 


your line?” asked Joe. 
I put the hooks about six inches apart 


per hooks. 
see ” 


It was Joe’s first visit to the Puget 
Sound country, and everything thrilled 
him, even to the wiggly a he 
helped Bert get for bait. They had some 
clam necks cut up, too, and baited their 
hooks alternately with worm and clam, 
hoping to thus be sure to catch the fancy 
of some hungry rock cod or perch. They 
were just lowering their weighted lines 
after the bait inspection, when Joe cried 


out, 

“Oh, see the big jellyfish! Hello, 
jelly, softy, softy, hasn’t any backbone, 
YA-A-H! Look at him swim! I'd like 
to: pick him up and give him a shock.” 
+ “Oh, you would, would you?” retorted 
Bert. “Well, I'll tell you right now that 
you'd be the one to get the shock; and 
the queer thing is, you -wouldn’t believe 
what was hurting you either.” 

“Go on! What do you think I am? 
Think you can make me believe a squshy 
jellyfish could hurt any one? I may not 
be from the West, but there are a few 
things you can’t make me swallow.” 

Bert started to remonstrate and ex- 
plain, but was cut short by a good pull on 
his line, and at the same time, Joe had a 
bite, and jellyfish were forgotten as they 
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each pulled up a good*catch. Bert had a 
rock cod, and Joe a perch. After that, 
the luck was good, and at dark they went 
to their camp with enough fine fish for 
a substantial. meal. The next day was 
very warm, and when the tide was well 
in,.every one froma the camp went, swim- 
ming. Joe was a-good swimmer, but not 


used to such cold water as he found at 


this beach; however, he did his full bit 
of splashing about, and then, .he saw 
gracefully undulating near him, a-reddish 
brown jellyfish of great beauty. Propel- 
ling itself through the water by alter- 
nately expanding and contracting, the 
star-shaped creature swept near him, 
trailing its long root-like tentacles sev- 
eral feet behind it. With not a thought 
of injury, Joe swam directly to it and 
clutched the slippery thing by the fluffy 
curtain-like ruffle which hung just be- 
low the lobed top. The floating tentacles 
swung about, becoming entangled with 
Joe’s legs, and a sudden yell rent the 
air. As all the boys were shouting, lit- 
tle attention was paid to his cries; but 
soon he screamed so piercingly that Bert 
and Mr. Norton, who had charge of the 
camp, hurried towards him. Bert called, 

“What’s the matter?” 

Joe was thrashing the water with his 
arms, but making almost no headway. 
His legs didn’t seem to be working.at all. 

“Something’s got me,” he gasped, and 
then they reached him and drew him into 
shallow water and carried him up-on the 
beach. Nothing had him, and yet he was 
in great pain and the lower part of his 
body would hardly respond to his frantic 
efforts to move. The other boys came 
running, each suggesting something as 
the solution. Several were sure a devil- 
fish must have had him in its clutches, but 
it was Bert who promptly solved the 
problem. 3 

“Joe,” he said, “Joe, listen! You tried 
to — one of those big jellyfishes, didn’t 


ou 

Almost unable to speak from the pain, 
Joe nodded his head. 

“Ah,” exclaimed Mr. Norton, “so that’s 
the trouble!” Then at his order, one 
boy was dispatched to the first-aid kit for 
gauze, another to the cook for a box of 
common baking soda. Others brought 
absorbent cotton and basins of warm 
water, and the work- began. First he 
was bathed in a strong solution of soda 
water, and later, thoroughly powdered 
with soda, wrapped with strips of gauze, 
and put to bed, to be given cooling drinks 
at stated intervals. 

“Now, then,” announced Mr. Norton, 
“we will discuss Joe’s_enemy. His name, 
as most folks know it, is just jellyfish; 
but naturalists know him as Cyanea; a 
beautiful, but highly poisonous type of 
jellyfish. He looks so graceful and 


“How many hooks have you got on f harmless pulsating through the water, . 


that it is no wonder that Joe was tempted 


“Five,” replied Bert; “fishing this way to pick him up, but the mischief of it is, 
for rock cod on the bottom, you have to; that he is remarkably equi with 
have a heavy sinker on first, and then | stinging tentacles. The root-like threads 


which he trails behind him serve both to 


and use five or six of them, because if | get him his food, and to protect him from 
the bait doesn’t attract a cod, why maybe | attack. Those threads are really won- 
a nice fat perch will take one of the up-| derful; he can make them long or short 
Method in my madness, you! at his pleasure, and you have all seen 


that when the creature swims it~ fairly 
rakes the water. If small sea creatures 
or fish come in contact with those ten- 
tacles, they receive a shock that paralyzes 
them for a time, and they sink to the 
bottom; if Mr. Jellyfish is not very hun- 
gry, and goes on his way, the stunned 
fish recovers later. 

“You see, Joe got the full benefit of 
those sweeping threads. Along their en- 
tire length are tiny cells, and in those cells 
are fine coiled threads with plain or 
barbed points loaded with what is thought 
to be formic acid. At all events, the 
sting is much more severe than that of 
bees, wasps, or’ spi It is a pity to 
have Joe get his ~~ Sua auite so vig- 
orously applied, bifftals and Me 
none the worse ingdse Base 
fancy none of you BeeYe!2"4 
clined to capture Mr. 
atives for pets.” 

A groan from Joe’, ¥#, 
Norton, and a weaké 

“Pets! Good gra; 
yesterday I made Fy 
cause it didn’t haf ,¢ 
how he came bac 
an awful lot sm@ 
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Lesson for January 4 
Luke 19 : 29-44 


Select Notes 


By AMOS R. WELLS, Litt. D., LL.D 
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The Superintendent’s Guide For 1925 
A Pocket Manual for Superintendents 
NOT A LESSON COMMENTARY 
BY HARRY EDWARDS BARTOW 

Designed to help Superintendents make their schools 
better inevery way. It will put activity into the school. 

Cc ins list o} for the year with their titles. 

For-each month the book offers valuable su 
on how to conduct the school, an Order o 
and hints for Workers’ Conference. 

For each Sunday it provides a prayer, an outline for 
the desk lesson, a list of appro) riate hymns, and 
thoughts for the Superintendent’s Quiet Hour. Special 
eeenene for festivals and holidays are worth-while 





estions 
rvice, 


elps. 
There are blank pages for notes, and for records. 
The fitty-two. prayers are appreciated by superin- 
tendents who need that kind of help. 


Bound in Imitation Leather, tn Size to Fit Vest Pocket 
SO Cents Net 
AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnat Street Philadelphia, Pa. 


Arnold’s Practical Commentary 


ON THE INTERNATIONAL LESSONS 





FOR 1925 
IS THE BEST VALUE 
OFFERED TO-DAY 9 
to thousands of readers. Its _|pestp'd $1.00 
reliability, its aptness of expo- 
sition and suggestiveness are well known. 


Its high spiritual tone has en- 
AT ALL BOOK STORES OR 


deared this popular handbook 
F. H. REVELL COMPANY, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 








THE. PERRY PICTURES 
Reproductions of the World’s 
Great Paintings. Size, 5%4x8. 
CENTS EACH 

for 25 or more. Send 50c for 
25 Art Subjects or2s5 on .Life 
of Christ,or five roxr2 size re- 
ligious subjects. No two alike. 
Beautiful 64-page Catalogue 
for 15 cents incoin or stamps 
The Perry. Pictures Co. 

Box 96, | MALDEN, Mass. 














Are you “‘ keeping up’’ 
with your boy? 
Here is help. 


Father and Son 


By Puiiie E. Howarp 
CONTENTS 

Preparing for Fatherhood. 

The Firs y Years. 
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[ With ifie New Books 


The Book of. Revelation and Its 
Key (By Murdoch Chisholm, LL.D.) —. 
i “The key to the Book of Revelation is 
none other than the Son of man pictured 
as judge.” “A logically connected pres- 
entation of the Book from the standpoint 
of the term ‘Son of man’ and what that 
term means.” These quotations indicate 
the author’s viewpoint and the method of 
the book. Thére is no detailed ‘analysis. 
The major symbols and the chief sec- 
tions of Revelation are so discussed as to 
show how the key unlocks the meaning 
and with what results. The principal re- 
lated Scriptures are briefly discussed. 
Conclusions closely accord with those of 
the best teachers of the “futurist” school. 
Accepting the key, the results cannot be 
readily assailed. It is undoubtedly a real 
contribution to the literature on the Rev- 
elation. The work is carefully done, in 
exact and adequate language and with a 
fine spirit. (Imperial Publishing Co., Hal- 
ifax, N. S., Can., 50 cts.) 


Nyilak and Other African Sketches 
(By Mabel Easton).—The author once 
heard “Publish Glad Tidings” sung by 
five hundred voices in the depths of Mam- 
moth Cave. The spell of “the romance 
of missions” was typon her—and con- 
tinued until she found herself_in the 
Congo Belge field of the Africa Inland 
Mission. The “romance” was not in early 
evidence. But it was there. She first 
discovered it with heart a-thrill in “the 
affair of Manzeke and Nasana,” two na- 
tive Christian women. Nasana’s_ hen, 
“victim of a chronic wanderlust,” “trans- 
acted most of its important business away 
from home.” Nasana felt entitled sur- 
reptitiously to take away the two eggs it 
laid in Manzeke’s hut, and it led to a 
sad division’ in the body of Christ in that 
small section of Africa! How it‘was 
healed — blessedly, beautifully, Scriptur- 
ally healed—- was indeed a romance of 
missions. The story should be widely 
used by all who are praying for unity 
in the body of Christ in home lands. Miss 
Easton has brilliant descriptive powers. 
These stories are reprints from The Sun- 
day School Times and Inland Africa. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $1.) 


Muktifauj (By F. Booth Tucker).— 
Of all of Christ’s battalions the Sal- 
vation Army is perhaps the’ most original 
division. “Get the people’s attention” was 
the first command of the consecrated 
press agent who was its founder. “Get 
into their skins,” was the second. “Go 
after their souls, and go after the worst,” 
was the climactic third. In this record 
of their work in India (Muktifauj is their 
Indian name) one sees the little band who 
landed in Bombay in 1882 laboring with 
devotion and ingenuity to adh€re to this 
program, Their unusual parades and 
street meetings and “boom marches” at- 
tracted vast throngs. . They adopted In- 
dian names and dress and food, and 
} shared the hardships of the lowliest. But 
the end and aim of it all is revealed by 
the commonest phrase on the pages’ of 
this book: “Get saved.” There is no ob- 
scuring of the issue in this record. India’s 
millions lost in-sin, gripped in the power 
of Satan, and the blessed power of Jesus 
Christ to save a soul through eternity. 
Slowly, but surely, the fruits began to 
come in, and to-day one rejoices with 
them in the long list of established sta- 
tions, schools, hospitals, and nurseries. 
(Marshall Brothers, London, 2s 6d, net.) 


“We Never Knew,” A Missionary 
Drama (By Mrs. John Russell Samp- 
son).—Would foreign missions have a 
different and deeper appeal if we 
could hear from the lips of those 
who now sit in. darkness just what 
is their pitiable plight? Believing . that 
the real difficulty with the indifferent 
here, as well as the needy souls beyond 
the sea, is that they “never knew,” the 
author has here presented in the form 
of a drama or sketch what is really an 
earnest spiritual service, The women of 
many lands, dressed.in native costumes, 
come one.by one and tell their own story, 
giving true and vivid glimpses of actual 
life. It begins with an illuminating con- 
(Continued on page 799) 
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An Ancient Investment in Modern Use 





Why Annuities Have Survived 
as a Form of Security 





CCORDING to the best au- 
thorities, Annuities probably 
are as old as Assyrian and Baby- 
lonian times, when great banking 
houses issued this form of security. 


They continue to be an impor- 
tant form of investment these mod- 
ern times. 

For at least a half century the 
American Bible Society has issued 
bonds of this nature in its process 
of securing fands for the promotion 
of its work throughout the world. 


It is quite apparent from the: 
age of this form of investment that 
it must have many good reasons 
to commend itself to the public. 
Among its many the following are 
particularly interesting to the aver- 
age investor : 


It is safe. Safety is perhaps the 
first requirement of investments 
made with a view to regular in- 
come, The methods of handling 
the Annuity Funds, State Law 
regulating these matters, the nature 
of the investment behind them, 
the character of the American Bible 
Society, the resources of the So- 
ciety and its constituency, all unite 
to make the Annuity Bond of the 
American Bible Society as safe as 
that of any other security. 


It is permanent. Unlike ordi- 
nary bonds, mortgages, and other 
forms of investment, it does not re- 
quire reinvestment every few years, 
with risk of being obliged to accept 
a smaller return on money invested 
and to pay large commissions. The 
rate of Annuity once established 
never varies, and the income néver 


shrinks. 


It is convenient. Annuity pay- 
ments are sent by the Society regu- 
larly, promptly, and without trouble 
tothe annuitant. There is not even 
a coupon to clip. No inconvenient 
visit has to be made to the bank or 
safe deposit vault. A day or two 
before it is actually due, the check 
arrives. 


It produces an attractive income. 
The interest is at the highest rate 
consistent with safe investment and 
the Society’s general policies, and 
as a rule its rate is higher than the 
average commercial investment of 





equal security. 


LIFE ANNUITY RATES 


(OSE PERSON) 





Age Rate | Age Rate |Age Rate |Age Rate 
72—8.2% 
73—8.3% 
|\74—8.4% 
| 75—8.6% 
76—8.6% 
'T1—8.7% 
78—8.8% 
79—8.9% 
80—3.0% 





1 to 30—4.0% 
31.te 40—4.5% 


51—5.6% 
52—5.7% 
53—5.8% 
64—5.9% 
55—6.0% 
56—6.1% 
57—6.2% 
568—6.3% 
|59—6.4% 
48—5.3% | 60—6.5% 
49—5.4% |61—6.6% 
50—5.5% |62—6.7% 
in determining age reckon from nearest birthday 
It.removes burdens. All burden 
involved in the care of property in 
old age and of uncertainty as to 
the variations in the earnings of in- 
vestments, together with the temp- 
tation to spend or invest thoney 


unwisely, are entirely removed. 


It makes one his own executor. 
Annuity bonds enable people to 
give in their lifetime what other- 
wise they might not be able to give 
until their death. One is not de- 
prived of the income on the gift 
during his lifetime. In connection 
with Annuity Bonds there are no 
executors commissions or fees, no 
court or counsel charges, no waste 
in legal contests. Ail the expenses 
and unpleasantness associated. so 
frequently with the settlement of 
wills are avoided. 


It has certain tax exempt fea- 
tures. The Annuity Bond is not 
subject to the federal income tax. 
It is usually free from inheritance 
taxes and from various forms of 
annual taxation. 


Besides all these investment ad- 
vantages, it helps in the translation 
of the Bible into the many lan- 
guages and dialects of the world 
and in the various systems for the 
blind. It helps in the printing of 
these. books and in their distribu- 
tion to the people. It helps both 
the home and foreign missionary 
enterprise. 


It will be to your advantage to 
familiarize yourself with this ancient 
and present day form of investment. 
Full information will be sent you 
without expense or obligation on 
your part, if you will fill in and 
mail the coupon below. 


SEND THIS COUPON NOW! 


* AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


683—6.8% 
64—6.9% 
65—7.0% 
66—7.1% 
67—7.2% 
68—7.3% 
169—T7.4% 
|\70— 7.5% 
71—8.1% 





Over 80—9.0% 














: Bible House, New York, N. Y. 

Hs Gentlemen : 

: Please send me without obligation on my 
g Part your booklet No, 623, entitled, ‘‘ Bibles 
g and Bonds.”’ 
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ITS FULL IMPORT 


Do you always realize the full 


iengoet of the yp tae) a 
or similar ailmen 


Scott’s Emulsion 


nourishes and _ strengthens 
the weakened body. If your 
resistance is weak you n 


Scott’s Emulsion. Try it. 
Scott & Bowne, Bloomfield, N.J. 24-39 


[Let Cuticura Soap 
Keep Your Skin 
Fresh po Youthful 


Scilduts LabBiateriee, Dept J, Malden, Mass 
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6é 53 ir, Sell showe how to talk 
TALKS Wold hair atiention. Siete 

By HENRY T. SELL “97307 Gath, Bisa $1.25 
F. & REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., N. Y.; 17 N, Wahash Ave., Chicage 
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CARRY IT ALWAYS WITH YOU! 
DR. R. A. TORREY’S 


Gist of the Lesson 


ORIGINAL “GIs TURES 
Sndecnations! S. Ss. ner ey in Full; ~ Ex- 





; Accepted Dates ‘and Places ; Prayer 
Meeting Topics.ete sible Binding. 35¢ postpaid 


4@& @. REVELL CO. 158 Fifth Ave.. N. ¥u br Wabash Ave. Chicago, 


BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
' (Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 
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Advertising Rates 


90 cents per line, $12.60 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). 
For detailed information address The 
Religious Press Association, 800-80 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 

The ‘Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 
postage. 


$1 50 Five ‘or more copies, either 
e to separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.50 each, per 
year. 


$2. 00 One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $7.50. 
In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscriptign additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
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These Vital Articles Soon to Appear. 








Sir William 2. Ramsay 

Describes Antioch in Pisidia 
No living archeologist knows Asia Minor of the 
New Testament as does Professor Ramsay of Edin- 
burgh, knighted for his scientific researches in Bible 
lands. He and Lady Ramsay have done epoch- 
making work on the site of Pisidian Antioch, and 
this year he revisited this scene of Paul’s greatest 
missionary labors. For readers. of The Sunday 
School Times, as a sidelight on the lessons of 1925 
in the Acts and the Epistles, Sir William describes 
the streets and local color of ancient Antioch as 
he might New York, and gives a vivid picture of 
the synagogue in which Paul preached. 


Spiritism and the 
Red Swastika Society in China 


The Chinese are now using a sort of giant plan- 
chette to receive communications from the spirit 
world. The “Devil’s Revival” of Spiritism since 
the Great War is getting a strangle-hold on the 
Land of Sinim. Connected with this is the “Red 
Swastika Society,” evidently in imitation of the 
Red Cross. And this Spiritism movement is trying 
to bring together all religions, including Chris- 
tianity! A discerning study of this startling move- 
ment» has been written for Times readers by a clear- 
visioned missionary in Kiangsu. 


Prophecy-Fulfilling Jews 
Report to the League of Nations 


In October the World Zionist Organization sub- 
mitted its first report to the Secretary- General 
of the League of Nations. Read in the light of 
Bible Prophecy it is an amazing document, and will 
he discussed and analyzed for The Sunday School 
Times by Thomas M. Chalmers, whose regular 
department in these columns, “The Jew and the 
Newspaper,” is a unique feature of religious jour- 
nalism. The 100,000 acres of land in Palestine in 
Jewish possession at the close of the war has now 
almost doubled. The Times_keeps you posted on 
this thrilling theme of fulfilment of prophecy. 


A Modemist’s ‘‘Difficulties ”’ 
with the Bible 


Last year a well-known Modernist minister, Dr. 
Robert Freeman of - Pasadena, preached a sermon 
frankly rejecting the Bible as an infallible au- 
thority. Addressing himself to young people, he 
took up various “difficulties” in the way of-an in- 
fallible Book. California reader has _ been 
troubled by this insidious attack upon the Word 
of God, and ™, a The Sunday School Times 
to discuss it. James M. Grav, President of 
the Moody Bible. Institute of Chicago, will show 
how unsubstantial are the “difficulties.” 


Revolutionizing an American : 
County by Bible Memorizing . 


It’s_a county in Minnesota where thirty thousand 
people were outside the reach of any Christian in- 
fluence, from ten to fifty miles from a religious serv- 
ice. An Afmerican Sunday School Union mission- 
ary could not sleep nights, he was so burdened for 
them. There were many Bolshevists there, too, 
lawless, lazy, arrogant, poisonous. Then this mis- 
sionary began getting the children to memorize 
Scripture verses printed on little cards. 

God's Word did not return unto Him void. An an- 
nual outing of several days, given as a reward to 
any boy or girl committing and reciting five hundred 
verses, was attended last summer by about one hun- 
dred children. One girl of eight has committed 887 
verses. The first year, 8,000 verses were memo- 
rized and recited. Last year 60,000 verses were mem- 
orized. A girl of eleven,-who has learned her five 
hundred verses, received Christ as Saviour, began 
winning her brothers and sisters to Christ, got 


school children interested in Bible memorizing, and 
when the missionary visited them he found seyen- 
teen ready to accept Christ as their Saviour. 


A Scientist Exposes the 
Mistakes of the Bible Critics 


A_ generation ago Sir John William Dawson, the 
celebrated Canadian geologist, dared to break with 
his scientific colleagues by “declining to admit the 
descent or evolution of man from brute ances- 
tors.” To-day ~~. a ot. son, W. Bell 
Dawson, M.A., ERS is standing 
staunchly for the eg <i of the 
Bible, and has written for The Sunday School 
Times a trenchant study of “The Scriptures and 
the Mistakes of the Critics.” Dr. Dawson’s in- 
valuable paper shows how unimpeachable scientific 
testimony has over and over again thrown the 
imposing edifices of the critics to the ground. 


She Was Healed by 

Christian Science, but— 
“I am a college-woman. I was a member of an 
orthodox church from early girlhood, but after 
a_ long illness, when apparently on the point 
of death, I was remarkably healed by Christian 
Science. Later I became a member of the Chris- 
tian Science Church, had class instruction, and held 
important offices in that church for some years. 
Finally, however, careful Bible study led me to see 
wherein Christian Science contradicted the Bible 
and could not therefore be true, and the whole 
delusion was revealed to me,” 
Would you like this Christian woman to tell you 
her own story? She has written it out for readers 
of The Sunday School Times. 
This new testimony on Christian Science is free 
from the sarcasm and the prevalent misunderstand- 


ings of Christian. Science so often found in writ- 
ings directed against it. 


Why Those Straton-Potter 
Debates Were Held 


A Unitarian minister of New York City, Dr. 
Charles Francis Potter, challenged the well-known 
Baptist pastor of New York, Dr. John Roach 
Straton, to a series of public debates on the funda- 
mental truths of the Christian faith, Dr. Straton 
accepted the challenge, and the debates were held. 
Dr. Straton ie now. tell Sunday School Times 
readers “Why I Debated with a Modernist.” He 
gives the intimate, inside story of the whole matter, 
telling frankly why he believed he ought to accept 
the challenge, and why he is glad he did. This per- 
sonal narrative discloses some surprising and reas- 
suring results, in which mary will rejoice. 


And These, of Course, 


Will Go Right on 


Intelligent students of the Bible have long since re- 
alized that, if they would keep posted on the latest 
news of archeology’s researches in Bible lands, 
must have Dr. Melvin Grove Kyle’s brilliant arti- 
cles in his regfilar department in the Times. — That 
practical Sunday-school man Louis J. Entzminger, 
called the greatest Sunday-school organizer of to- 
day, continues his series on “The Sunday School 
Transformed.” — Letters pour in from all over the 
country, almost swamping “Mother Ruth” in her 
unique spiritual ministry of counselling young girls 
in their daily problems. — That greatest news fea- 
ture of current religious journalism, Ernest Gor- 
don’s every-morth Survey of Religious Life and 
Thought, keeps one in touch with the latest events 
of religion, both true and false, the world 
Heart-hungry Christians who long for a deeper 
spiritual life, will continue to find ‘searching 
sages on the “Victorious Life.” — The Tisjec’ “Mis- 
sionary Watch Tower,” and other fea and Me 
up literally volumes of invaluable read (Bible 
will make 1925 memorable. ad, fi 
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@anizers whose renewal dates are mear we are sending day School Times by distributing a few s 
specimen copies of this issue for distribution, as a help in 2™Mong them? If there is a club in your a y 
enlarging the club. To the many other club organizers Organizer will be glad to have you join it. #; : 
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so cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year, 


Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
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Lesson for January 4 


Luke 19 : 20-44 


G 1-Proserves the leather 
a-Gives a more lasting shine 





With the New Books 
(Continued from page 797) 


versation between one interested in mis- 
sions and ‘one who is not, and then in a 
dream come the women who “never 
knew” of the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
The sketch is arranged for eighteen per- 
sons, though not all need be included if 
a-shorter presentation is desired. It could 
also be adapted as a most effective read- 
ing for a missionary meeting. A new 
edition includes suggestions for rehearsal 
and presenting the service, and full direc- 
tions for costumes and other details. 
(Should be ordered only from Mrs. John 
Russell Sampson, 3505 Brook Road, Gin- 
ter Park, Richmond, Va. (permanent ad- 
dress), or for a few months at 5 South 
Oxford Place, Ventnor, N. J., 50 cts. a 
copy, or three copies for $1.25.) 


Pioneers in Palestine (By Hannah 
Trager).—The story of one of the old- 
est colonies in the new settlement, of 
Palestine is told with great simplicity 
and real knowledge of what that life 
meant, for the author was herself part 
and parcel of it. The village is Petach 
Tikvah, “Door of Hope,” lying not far 
from Jaffa, and to-day rich and prosper- 
ous. The difficulties of the early years, 
the dangers from Arabs, the toll of = 
taken by fever-breeding swamps, 

memories of trials and pogroms in fees 
off Europe, the desires and ambitions of 
the younger generation and the advance 








made in the course of forty years are all 





Wilde’s Bible Picture Set 


Illustrating the International Improved 
Lessons for 1925 


60 Pictures in Portfolio—90 cents postpaia 


Have been chosen with the greatest care to 
most adequately and attractively 
illustrate the lessons. 


Total List of Bible : toad Comprises Over 
800 Subjects. 


A catalog will be sent if requested. 
W.A. WILDE COMPANY 
131 Clarendon St., Boston, "pis fein! 


set forth in an appealing way. The book 
stirs the thinking Christian to the depths. 
It shows the ancient predictions coming 
to initial fulfilment in the growing life 
of new Israel on the patriarchal soil. (E. 
P. Dutton Co, New York, $2, and 
George Routledge and Sons, London.) 


Heralds of Dawn (By William Gunn 
and Mrs, Gunn).—The story of the clash 
of the Gospel with black heathenism 
never fails to excite interest and admira- 
tion, This book sets forth phases of 
life and missionary activity in the New 
Hebrides islands. We see the terrible re- 
ligious rites and customs give way before 
the steady progress of the Spirit of God 
in transforming individuals. Not only 
does the book show the difficulty of dis- 
entangling oneself from the meshes of 











The Union Lesson Guide and 
Golden-Text Book for 1925 


Giving general information about the lessons for 
the year and the ks from which they are taken, 
together with the title of the Improved Uniform 
Lesson for each Sunday, the Ce en Text in full, 

unior and —— ‘emo! Verses, and Dail ly 

ome Readin: so a.line for Sermon Text 
promote churc attendance. The Christian kn. 
deavor Topics for year are added. 

Important facts about the Sunday schools of 
N America and the world are concisely 
stated, and Special Days are listed. 


6 cents each ; $5.00 for 100, postpaid 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





heathenism and the large demand upon 
missionary resourcefulness and faith, but 
it so faithfully reflects the customs and 
native psychology as to be a valuable 
source for the study of ethnology. Its 
style is untechnical and anecdotal and its 
reading a truly illuminating -experience. 
— and Stoughton, Ltd., London, 5s, 
net. > 


Mothers (By Laura Merrihew Adams). 
—This little book, about mothers and for 
mothers, is admirably written. Eleven 
of the mothers written of are Bible char- 
acters, the rest are well-known names in 
history. Each sketch gives an interest- 
ing and vivid picture of its subject, and 
the author is very happy in the way she 





selects the special characteristic in each 




















MAKE MONEY 
AT HOME 


you can earn money at home in your spare 

time making show cards. No canvassing 

or soliciting. 'e show you how, supply you 

work at home no matter where you live and 

Pay you cash for all work done. Full par- 
ticulars and bookiet free. Write today. 


AMERICAN SHOW CARD SYSTEM LIMITED 
266 Adams Building Toronto, Canada 


















































which she wishes to emphasize. The book 
is worthy of wide use, both by individ- 
uals and by groups of women. (The 
Union Press, Philadelphia, $1.25, net.) 


Lesson Maps and Charts for 1925 


NE of the delegates to the World’s 
Sunday School Convention at Glas- 
gow last June, who had taken a tour 


France, remarked upon her return, “My 
one regret is that before I left America 
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Xeference Bible 
and $2.00 P<", 


2SE IN BIBLE STUDY 
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I did not make a careful study of the 
countries which I intended to visit. In 
the busy days of journeying from place 
to place little opportunity was given for 
any sort of study, and I realized again 
and again how much more I would have 
gotten from my trip, had I been thor- 
oughly familiar with the locations of the 
cities and the places I visited.” 

lf this is true of one who actually vis- 
































ited other countries, how much more 
should it be true of Sunday-school 
teachers and scholars who during 1925 
will. follow the International Lessons 


Biblical }through the closing period of Christ’s 


ministry, and through the Acts and 
the Epistles, dealing with the spread 
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| interest to the lesson. A number of 


through Scotland, England, Belgium, and | 


of Christianity and the missionary 
journeys of the apostles, and yet, 
so- far as the majority are concerned, 
will never have the opportunity of seeing 
with their own eyes the countries about 
which they are studying. 

The excellent Bible maps and charts, 
now available in many styles and in prices 
to suit almost every circumstance, give 
superintendent and teacher an opportunity 
to make the 1925 lessons the most. inter- 
esting and instructive they have ever 
taught. Not only may maps of Bible 
Lands be obtained, but topographical 
charts are available that show the eleva- 
tions of the country, and add considerable 


chronological charts are offered, as well 
as charts showing the Books of the Bible, 
the Beatitudes, the Apostles’ Creed, and 
other texts used in Surnday-school work. 

For a department or a large class it is 
possible to secure an attractive map cab- 
inet, occupying very little space, and per- 
mitting the maps to be mounted on spring 
rollers, thus. making each map readily ac- 
cessible. For smaller classes a handy 
tripod mounting may be had which can 
readily be folded up and put away after 
the lesson. 





For Family San 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


The Great Commission PrayerLeague, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement de- 
pendent for its support wholly upon the Lord 

through ‘ “them that are His.”’ Its leafiets are 


published free in the Lord for prayerful distribu-.|' 


tion, Its office staff gladly Fr nay to personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 
by mail and otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 
for God’s yee and Dicesing « of the League.— 
Editor of The Sunday School T: 


Between Two Watch Nights! 


ff ne hundred and sixty-five “sweet 
hours of prayer’! Will you let this 
(between Watch Night this year and 
Watch Night next year) be the record 
for 1925? Have you ever experienced 
the joy of one “sweet. hour of prayer”? 
Why not have that joy daily? The joy 
of that hour would diffuse itself through 
every one of the other Awenty-three 
hours, even the hours of sleep. It would 
diffuse itself into other lives, in your own 
home and in other homes. It would en- 
rich your “family worship.” It would 
reach into your church, and into other 
churches. It would make 1925 the most 
memorable year of your life thus far. 
It would make your life bring forth 
“fruit,” then “more fruit,’ and even 
“much fruit.” Ask the Lord if he would 
not have you set apart one hour of the 
twenty-four, and devote it. whole-heart- 
edly to communion with the Lord, letting 
it be your “sweet heur of prayer.’ * “How 
spend it? See suggestions below. 


December 29 to January 4 


Mon.—Luke 19 : 29-40. 
Christ’s Triumphal Entry. 

Just as the spiritually blind in Christ’s 
day wanted his disciples rebuked for pro- 

claiming his coming as King (v. 38), so 
the spiritually blind in our day want those 
rebuked who would proclaim his soon 
; second coming to reign. Does not Christ’s 
| rebuke of the rebukers (v. 40) apply: to 
the rebukers to-day? 

Prayer Succestions: Isaac Page, of 
the China Inland Mission, says that when, 
in college, he began the practise of an 
hour each day in prayer, he didn’t know 
how he could ever fill a whole how Pray- 
Inc. It was a long hour the first day, 
but shorter the second, and soon too short 
for all the things he wanted to talk with 
the Lord about.- It has made his life 
marvelously fruitful. 

Tues.—Psalm 24:1-16. The King of Glory. 

God is the owner of heaven, and earth 
(v. 1), and hell, but he is neither the 
creator nor the owner of sin. He is 
the owner of all that he created, but 
not the possessor of all, except in a sov- 
ereign sense. He owns the “cattle on a 
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Church Pews 


Now is your swat'Speci 
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1180, 50. Virginia St., 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards,Collection Plates,etc. 


{Globe Furniture Company, fervas. mtien. 
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the breaking down of moral sanctions, 
T'S 2 Ses teday doe to weakened erp 


READ “ THE HIGH WAY’ oad 
the problem now confronting the 
| Church that of how to prevent a 
= lete maamralniag of the old faith 
png me gia logical schools 
ministry itself 
ae “ THE AIGH WAY” 
the young student of theology to-da 
IS facing i it diffcuh, if not quae imopooet- 
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nary retaining 
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faith with which he 9» 
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THE HIGH WAY 


CAROLINE ATWATER Mason’s 
BOOK OF THE HOUR 
Suitable for young and old 
Fifth edition. $2.00, postpaid, 
Order a Copy To-day, from 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 








thousand hills,” and likewise every hu- 


1031 Walaut Street, Philadelphia 
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and safe 


Sani- Flush removes quickly 

every spot and stain from the 

toilet bowl. It purifies and 
sanitizes the hidden, unhealth- 

ful trap. It makes the entire 


Aah 


Sars 


toilet clean—and safe. 


“ 


Fp acetn 4 


No scrubbing. No hard 
{ work. Simply sprinkle San:- 
Flush into the bowl, follow 
directions on the = can, and 
flush. The porcelain shines ! 


Sani-Flush destroys all foul 
odors. It will not harm plumb- 
ing connections. There is 
nothing else will do its won- 
_ derful work. Always keep Sanz- 
4 Flush handy in the bathroom. 


: If not at your grocery, drug 
> or hardware store, send 25¢ 
" Sor a full size can. 


. ‘ali Tue Hycrientc Propucts Co. 
: Canton, Ohio 
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START THE CHILD RIGHT 


HAVE YOU CHILDREN UNDER SEVEN ? 


The National League of Teacher-Mothers will 
help you educate them thoroughly at the lowest 
possible cost. 

Mrs. H. C. Farley, Cambridge, Nebraska—A 

minister’s wife and the busy mother of five 

children: “ The lessons were such a pleasure 

to give that it was with real reluctance that I 

sent Walter to school in September. The sup- 

erintendent insisted that he must enter second 
grade, but before the first week had passed, 

was advanced to third grade. He finds the 
work easy.” 


** Bookless Lessons the Teacher-Mother,”” 
$7.85 by mail. 
** Educating the Child at Home,” $1.60 by mail. 
SEND DIRECT TO 


ELLA FRANCES LYNCH, Founder, Brya Mawr, Pa. 
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Revell’s SELF-PROVING 


Church. Treasurer’s 
RECORD 


. Concise —Systematic—Simple—Time Saviag 
FOR 434 MEMBERS, $2.50; 882 MEMBERS, $3.00 
Send for other sizes and prices 
Special Offer A returnadile copy of this record wil! 
be sent, pos: id, for examination te 
any treasurer. Give num church members, 
F. H. REVELL COMPANY, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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THE ILLUSTRATOR #2, | onc 
isa monthlyS. S. lesson magazine that s 1] .00 
makes teaching easy. All the heip =— 
accessary for teaching af t/¢ cost of a fer 52 
postage stamp per lesson! 








Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: “ 
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man heart. Does he possess all? Does 
he possess your heart? Your “cattle”? 
Prayer SuGcestions: Have you ever 
thought of a “sweet hour of prayer” jour- 
nal, for recording the things that you 
talk with the Lord about; your petitions, 
and his answers; promises claimed, 
praises rendered; spiritual lessons learned? 
Why not .try it during 1925? Ask the 
Lord about tt. Just @ tiny diary for this 
specific purpose. It may become one of 
your most prized possessions, 


Wed.—Matthew 18: 1-6. Children of the King. 


What a lesson on humility! Many are 
“converted”; do many “become as little | 
children”? Or if they do, do they re-| 
main so? He who is a citizen of heaven | 
has, in a sense, a thousand times more | 
reason to be proud than he who is merely 
a citizen of earth, yet neither pride nor | 
shame characterizes heavenly citizenship. | 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Six years ago | 
to-night two Watch Night meetings (one 
in Philadelphia and the other in Chicago) 
“agreed” in the Lord to ask Ged to re- 
vive the Church. Those two “agreeing” 
meetings have grown to many hundreds. 
God is working, but the mightiest mani- | 
festations of his power in answer to' 
prayer are yet to come. Pray! 
Thurs.—Matthew 21 : 12-17. 

The Children’s Praise. 

Did the “babes and sucklings” perceive 
in Christ that which was hidden to the 
“chief priests and scribes”? Do not learn- 
ing and tradition and prejudice blind 
many an eye to that. which is plainly 
visible to the “foolish,” and “weak,” and 
“base”? See 1 Corinthians 1: 18-31. 

Prayer Succestions: Write out a list, 
jotting down SPECIFICALLY some of the 
chief blessings the Lord has brought into 
your life. Extend the list. Let praise 
and thanksgiving enter into every “hour 
of prayer,” and into your family worship, 
and all your prayer life. Let this becoma, 
A FIXED HABIT. | 
Fri.—Zechariah 9:9-13. The Prophecy. 


Verse 9 had to do with Christ’s first 
coming; verse 10, with his second com- 
ing. The prophecy of verse 9, uttered 
centuries before its fulfilment, was ful- 
filled most literally. Will the prophecy | 
of verse 10 be fulfilled any the less 
literally? Why literalize the Heed and 
spiritualize the latter? Why not apply the 
same rule to both? 

Prayer SuGGESTIONS: “Many are the 
things that may properly and profitably 
be brought into the ‘hour of prayer,” 
says Isaac Page, “such as the Word, and 
prayer, and praise, and a bit of song now 
and then’; and confession, and interces- 
sion, and your daily prayer list, and 
adoration, Likewise into family worship. 
Sat.—Revelation 21:1-7. The New City. 


No more broken hearts, or bitter dis- 
appointments, or weary hours of wait- 
ing; no more pain, or sorrow, or anguish ; 
no more sin, or temptation, or scalding 
tears because of defeat or failure; no 
more fears, or forebodings, or satanic 
oppression; “for the former things are 
passed away.” Come quickly, O day of 
ays! 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
the Lord to rcally enrich the world 
through your life? Pray much For 
OTHERS, especially for those for whom 
“the fleshly you” doesn’t want to pray. 
Ah, that will solve problems, dissolve 
dificulties, remove mountains, and enrich 
lives beyond “all that you ask or think.” ; 
Sun.—Psalm 118 : 21-28. 

In the Name of the Lord. , 


Dr. Gaebelein tells a beautiful story, | 
“the story of the Stone,” of that Stone | 
which “the builders refused”; which is* 
yet to become “the head of .the corner”; } 
which one day will smite the image “of | 
iron and clay,” and will become (through ; 
kingdom blessing) a mountain. filling “the 
whole earth.” With concordance trace 
the story through the Bible to its glori- 
ous consummation. 

Prayer Succestions: Yes, there’s 
MUCH fo pray for: your -home, your 
church, your community, your nation ; “all 
Israel,” “all men,” “all saints”; all evan- 
gelical leaders and movements; all mis- 
stonary enterprises; all social and political 
reforms; church revival, world evangel- 
isation, the Lerd’s coming. “Sweet. hour 
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Literature in 


Large Maps, Eight to Series 


Furnished complete, mounted on spring 
rollers, in Wall Cabinet. 


$45.00. Delivery extra. 
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Size of Cabinet, 
Size o' 


inches long, 16 inches high. 
$A,in° 42x60 Bday - 


No. 1. Topographical Map of Palestine. 

No. 2. Period of Wilderness Wandering; 
1250-1150 B.C. Period of Hebrew Settle- 
ment in Canaan: 1150-1050 B.C. 

No. 3. United Hebrew Kingdom: 1050-937 
B.C. Divided Hebrew Kingdom: 937-586 
B.C. 

No. 4. Assyrian, Babylonian and Persian 
Empires. 

No. 5. Restored Jewish Community 
Palestine: 538-167 B.C. The 
Kingdom: 167-63 B.C. 

No. 6. Herod’s Kingdom: 40-4 B.C. Pales- 
tine in the Time of Jesus: 4 B.C. to 30 
A.D. 

No. 7. St. Paul’s Journeys and the Early 
Christian Church: 40-100 A.D. 

No. 8 Chart of Biblical and Contemporary 
Chronology. 

Also furnished complete, mounted on black 


in 
Maccabean 





sticks, $22.50, delivery extra, or individually 
as follows: No. 1, $3.58 each; Nes. 2-8, $3.00 
each. Delivery extra. 


For Maps on Spring Rollers add $1.00 each 
to price of black sticks maps. 


Jesus 


Christian Church 
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extra. 


New Series of Maps, in 
Colors, for Bible Students 


By Charles Foster Kent, Ph.D., Woolsey Professor of Biblical 
Yale University, and Albert Alonzo Madsen, 
B.D., M.A., Graduate Fellow and Instructor in Yale University, 


Small Maps, Seven to Series 


Furnished complete, mounted on wooden ‘ 
roller, $7.50, delivery extra. This price sf 
includes maps, tripod and boxing. ; 
No. 1. Period of Wilderness Wandering: 

1250-1150 B.C. 

No. 2. Period of Hebrew Settlement in 

Canaan: 1150-1050 B.C. 

No. 3. United and Divided Hebrew King- 

dom: 1050-586 B.C. 

No. 4. The Post-Exilic Period: 538-63 B.C. 
No. s. Palestine in the Time of Jesus: 

4 B.C. to 30 A.D. (Including the Period 

of Herod: 40-4 B.C.) 

No. 6. St. Paul’s Journeys and the Early 

Christian Church: 40-100 A.D. 

No. 7. Assyrian, Babylonian and Persian 

Empires. 











Single maps also may be procured for : : pie 
$1.50 each. Delivery extra. 








Maps for Use During 1925 

In connection with the International Lessons 

FIRST QUARTER—Palestine in the Time of Jesus 
SECOND QUARTER—Herod’s Kingdom and Palestine in the Time of : 


THIRD AND FOURTH QUARTERS—St. Paul’s Journeys and the Early 


Serer ereesaseseseessstenes 


EP en Oe ee 0.6. No. § 
a counbidoccdunpecconmesheneenteses No. 7. No. 6 


Westminster Muslin Charts 


Seven muslin charts printed in BLACK and RED 
with large, clear, readable type. All uniform in 
size, 3534xs2%4 inches, mounted on spring rollers 
to fit cabinet 40 inches long, 19 inches wide, made 
of best oak wood. 


Complete in wall cabinet, $38.00, delivery extra, 


Ten Commandments and Summary 
Books of the Bible 
Lord’s Prayer 
ApoStles’ Creed 


Charts Mounted for Use with 


The above charts are mounted on one separate 
special wooden roller, which fits on top of col- 
lapsible steel tripod. Charts and tripod complete, 
$15.00, delivery extra. i 

Separate Charts: Mounted on yooden roller, 
each; mounted on spring roller,aR* 
charts, $2.00 each, delivery extra 

Separate collapsible ‘steel sta 
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Size of Tripod 


Size of Maps 
Extended 4 ft. 


17X25 inches 




















Large Smali Ss 
Maps Maps < 
So tevecesscqueacascesaeas No. 6. No. § 


In Two Colors, Black and Red 


Charts include: 


Beatitudes 
Twenty-third Psaim 
First. Psaim 





Steel Tripod 
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